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HISTORY AND PHILOSOPHY OF LIBRARIANSHIP 


5106 Encyclopedia of library history, H. J. de Vleeschauwer. Mousaion, 

(2-3) 1955, 95 p. 

The etymology of library, bibliothéque, biicherei and armaria are traced in order 

to define a library as (i) a library building, and (ii) the collection of books in a 

library, and record the growth of libraries since the time of ancient Mesopotamia 

and Egypt and the separation from museums and archives. The collection 
must have a fair number of books, arranged in a definite order and accessible 
for public use. The historical method of study, i.e., finding sources, considera- 
tion of authenticity, and interpretation of the sources, is applied to the study of 
library history. Sources before the 17th cent. are fragmentary. The library 
is shown to derive its origin, development and characteristic form from a special 
cultural climate and always reacts somewhat on that climate. Division by 
cultural cycles, or by the materials used for books, or into the periods of time 
before and after the invention of printing, are replaced by five periods charac- 
terised by the functions of the library : (i) large libraries of antiquity whose 
object was to preserve books, (ii) small medieval libraries for meditation and 
study, (iii) social and ostentatious libraries of the Renaissance and Baroque, 
(iv) the research library of liberalism, (v) the public and popular educational 
library. The sources for library history are then examined in detail, i.e., excava- 
tions, epigraphs, literary sources and extant archaeological material. 


5107 Archives et bibliothéques. [Archives and libraries]. H. J. de 
Vleeschauwer. Mousaion, (4) 1955, 29 p. 

Beginning with a thcoretical division of material for archives and for libraries, 
the writer gocs on to describe the only two systems in which the two types of 
material were fused. These were in the ancient eastern libraries and in the 
libraries of the early Popes. The characteristic of division manuscript/printed 
to distinguish archive from library material is rejected, as is that of institutional/ 
personal authorship. A new characteristic is suggested, namely “proceeding 
material” and “thought material.” Thus the article as it is would be in a library, 
but if it were official policy, in archives. A depot for posthumous works is also 
envisaged with a bias towards library rather than archives. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS 


5108 IFLA, Den internasjonale bibliotekfederasjon. [IFLA, the inter- 
national library association]. Wilhelm Munthe. Bibliotek og Forskning 


Arbok, 4, 1955, 63-75. 

Isolation and self-sufficiency of the 19th cent. gave way to co-operation between 
libraries in many countries. After the first international meeting of librarians 
in Paris, 1892, and Canada, 1900, connections rapidly improved, but it was not 
until the Edinburgh Congress of 1927 that delegates from 15 countries finally 
formed the International Federation of Library Associations. Each country has 
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one representative to IFLA whose main task is arranging international con- 
gresses every five years, discussing library problems of an international character, 
and examining certain problems in sub-committees. An outline is given of the 
international congresses held in Rome (1929) with 1,300 delegates, and Madrid 
(1935) with 700 delegates, and of the council meetings held annually. At the 
Zagreb meeting in 1954, 53 national library associations were represented. 
Co-operation between Unesco and IFLA was established in 1948 and also with 
FID. The main publication is the annual Actes containing minutes, reports 
from sub-committees and accounts of the progress of libraries in each member 
state. (See LSA 4467). Tribute is paid to the devoted efforts of Dr. T. P. 
Sevensma, the secretary-general, and mention is made of the Prix Sevensma of 
1,000 Swiss francs for a winning paper on some international aspect of library 
science. 


5109 Two Conferences, P. Hepworth. Lib. World, 57 (664) October 
1955, 50-52 ; 57 (665) November 1955, 72-74. 

A delegate’s account of the International Congress of Libraries and Documenta- 
tion, Brussels, and the Library Association Annual Conference, Southport, 1955, 


5110 Danmarks folkebogsamlinger—Danmarks biblioteksforening. 
[The Danish Library Association]. Mogens Iversen. Bogens Verden, 37 (8) 
November 1955, 393-401. 

An historical survey of the development and work of the association during 
the last 25 years on the occasion of its 50th anniversary. (For a description of 
the first 25 years see Bogens Verden, 1930). 


5111 Bericht iiber die Tatigkeit der V.S.B. im Jahre 1954/55. [Report 
of the activities of the V.S.B. in the year 1954-55]. Pierre Bourgeois. Nach. 
d. Vereinigung Schweizer. Bib., 31 (3) May-June 1955, 89-98. 

Annual report from the President of the Swiss Library Association. 


5112 Presidential address, John Harris. WALA News, 2 (1) January 
1955, 5-10. 

The West African Library Association is being launched at this conference. 
The need for it and the work it is to do are discussed. In the past there were no 
libraries in West Africa apart from small collections of private individuals. 
Recently in response to great developments and educational demands in the 
region, a number of large library services have been formed. These present 
problems in recruitment and training of librarians to administer effectively the 
increasing services. Centralised planning and co-operation are essential. In 
these conditions a library association is essential ; it will act as spokesman on 
library matters and provide a forum for the exchange of ideas. The difficulty 
of meetings, because of the great distances involved, emphasises the need for a 
journal for the discussion of problems. The ensuring that recruitment, training, 
standards and conditions receive proper attention, the preparation of union lists, 
bibliographies, and interloan schemes will be responsibilities of the association. 
Though the standard of service throughout the region is at present uneven, the 
future possibilities are great. 
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PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION 


5113 Implications for the education of librarians, Lowell A. Martin. 
Lib. Q., 25 (4) October 1955, 363-375. 

In an age of rapid communication the book is relatively permanent ; alter- 
natively, while the radio, television, record and tape are extrovert, the book is 
introvert and is not likely to be deposed unless there is a communications revo- 
jution as forecast by some observers. Possible changes in the development of 
books and libraries in the future are not likely to lead to any very marked changes 
in education for librarianship. Instead there is likely to be intensification and 
additions to present subjects. Therefore library students must be taught a sense 
of purpose in their work, an understanding of the relations between libraries, 
books and the means of modern communication, and concentrate on the com- 
munication of information and ideas and not on the forms in which they are 
contained. Book selection for libraries should be evaluation more by use than 
by literary standards ; cataloguing should be organisation more by function 
than by logic ; library bibliography should be listing more by need than by 
completeness. Thus the study of library machines should be by process rather 
than by mechanism, i.e., what they can and cannot do. For this a demon- 
stration laboratory will be required. There will also be closer study of the users 
of libraries. From the applied research worker of today, the librarian must go 
on to study the specialised industrial workers requiring more technical knowledge, 
lesser managers and administrators, the employed housewife, and the young 
adult. Library students must then learn how to apply the fundamentals of 
evaluation, organisation and interpretation of materials to these different groups 
and so develop their sense of judgment. In particular, “interpretation” will go | 
deeper in that the librarian will participate more and more in searching, reading, 
digesting and evaluating material for the reader. 


5114 L’enseignement pratique des bibliographies generales en France. 
[The practical teaching of general bibliographies in France]. Yvonne Gueniot. 
Libri, 5 (3) 1955, 233-236. 

Before a library student can study with profit both the evolution and history 
of bibliography and the intensive modern specialisation of it he must have a 
thorough grounding in the practical use of general bibliographies. As a pre- 
liminary, for instance, each bibliography as to (i) why was it published ? (ii) 
how is it laid out ? (iii) what services can it render ? Also the memorising of 
long lists of titles, most of them never likely to be of use, should give way to an 
understanding of the different procedures to be followed in different biblio- 
graphical questions. Familiarity with these procedures can be attained by 
practical work on questions of identification and method. 


5115 The School of Librarianship and Archives, Catherine Halls. 
Asst. Lib., 48 (11) November 1955, 174-175. 

A short description of the post-graduate Diploma course at University College, 
London. The syllabus, compared with that of the Library Association, lays 
stress on academic background by the inclusion of papers in the History and 
Theory of Librarianship, Palaeography and Archives, anda separate paper in 
Historical and Critical Bibliography. The two papers of the Library Association 
Registration Examination Group B (Bibliography and Assistance to Readers 
in the choice of books) have their counterpart at the graduate school, but greater 
emphasis is placed on the detailed study of bibliographical resources of selected 
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subjects. Practical training includes three weeks’ work in a library and book 
binding. The examination after one year qualifies for Part 1 of the Diploma 
and is roughly equivalent to the Registration Examination. Part 2 is ccm. 
pleted by the submission of a thesis or bibliography and a year’s work in an 
approved library. The completed Diploma gives exemption from Parts 1, 
2 and 4 of the Library Association Final Examination. 


5116 Openingsrede van het 26e bibliotheekcongres te Breda. [Opening 
address of the 26th library congress at Breda]. C. van Dijk. Bibliotheekleven, 
40 (8) August 1955, 233-240. 

University libraries, public libraries and industrial libraries all have their 
different problems ; yet they have certain common problems, one of which 
is training in librarianship. Methods of training vary according to the type of 
library in the Netherlands, and it is urged that a library school be set up to 
co-ordinate training and also to serve as a centre for research in librarianship, 
It is for consideration whether archive administration should also be covered by 
the school. 


5117 Eugenio d’Ors, fundador y director de la ‘Escuela Superior de 
Bibliotecarias de Barcelona’. [Eugenio d’Ors, founder and director of 
the Barcelona library school]. Consuelo Pastor. Biblioteconomia, 11 (40) 
July-December 1954, 90-94. Illus. 

Eugenio d’Ors, who founded and was the first director of the Barcclona 
library school, died in September 1954. He was a man of wide culture and 
great enthusiasm for his work in all branches of education. So far as public 
library staffs were concerned he was guided by three principles : public librarians 
should be women ; they should have special training ; and this training should 
not be merely technical, but it should be aimed at giving its students a high level 
of education and imbuing them with missionary zeal towards their work. (See 
also Don Eugenio d’Ors y las bibliotecas populares, Felipe Mateuy Llopis. 
Dir. gen. Bol., 4 (28) May 1955, 2-11). 


5118 Recruitment, training, and promotion in the National Archives, 
G. Philip Bauer. Amer. Arch., 18 (4) October 1955, 291-305. 

One of the most important qualities needed by archivists is sound evaluative 
judgment for selecting records either for destruction or for priorities of process 
ing. Examinations expressly designed cannot wholly ensure that entrants have 
the right qualities. Versatility rather than special qualitics is needed for pro- 
motion. For higher grades scholarly achievements are looked for, while the 
programme of training and encouragement given by the agency ensure that the 
willing and able have opportunity to qualify in this way. The lowest pro- 
fessional grade is now regarded as an apprenticeship, and courses and tests are 
given in the first year before promotion to the basic professional grade. An 
analysis of the results of one test taken by 37 trainces is given, and its pros and cons 
considered. In future the training wi.l be co-ordinated with courses run by the 
American University. 


5119 Asla-stipendiaattina Yhdysvalloissa. [Visiting the United States 
on an ASLA-scholarship]. Annikki Aro. Kirjastolehti, 48 (9) November 
1955, 216-219. 

The author, having chosen as her special field of interest the co-operation 
between libraries and other cultural and educational institutions, had a most 
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instructive programme made up for her comprising three weeks at Simmons 
College Library School and three months at the Enoch Pratt Library in Baltimore 
where she was given the opportunity of studying the rich variety of library work 
in the State of Maryland. 


5120 Checklist of library periodicals in the United States, Phillips 
Temple. ALA Lib. Per. Newsl., 2 (4) October 1955, 51-88. 

A preliminary checklist of 535 library periodicals originating in the United 
States is published in order that corrections, deletions and additions may be 
pointed out by librarians before final publication in a projected Directory of 
library periodicals. 


5121 La biblioteconomia en la practica. Terminos usuales en biblio- 
tecologia. [Library economy in practice. Terms used in librarianship]. 
Guillermina Castillo. Bol. Asoc. Cubana, 7 (2) June 1955, 50-53. Bibliog. 


79 Spanish library terms with definitions. 


5122 A librarian’s look at the U.N., Mary Helen Mahar. Catholic Lib. 
World, 27 (1) October 1955, 13-15. 

UN’s contributions to world peace through Unesco in the field of librarianship 
are described. These include the investigation of war-damage to libraries and 
provision of funds for their reconstruction, projects for the organisation of 
public library services, the provision of grants to assist international library 
co-operation, the Unesco Book coupon and gift coupon schemes, and the 
granting of scholarships to librarians in underdeveloped countries. Through the 
Unesco Bulletin for Libraries, books are distributed free or exchanged throughout 
many countries. Publications include an annual report, Bibliographical services 
throughout the world, Bibliographical Newsletter, Clearing House for Libraries, and 
many pamphlets. The multiplicity of UN documents presents problems of 
selection in general libraries which cannot stock comprehensively. These 
libraries may be guided by the monthly United Nations Documents Index, and by 
the popular publications on the UN issued by the U.S. Department of Public 
Information. Addresses in the USA where these and other sources of informa- 
tion may be obtained are also given. (See also LSA 5352). 


LIBRARY SERVICES: General surveys, international and national. 


5123 La XXXI reunién de bibliotecarias de la Escuela de Barcelona. 
[31st conference of librarians from the Barcelona library school]. Biblio- 
teconomia, 11 (40) July-December 1954, 134-155. 

Summary of the proceedings of a conference of Catalan librarians held on 
23 December 1954, comprising factual reports on library activities in Barcelona 
and the province of Tarragona, with additional reports on library associations 
abroad and professional qualifications, Unesco and libraries, the FID and biblio- 
graphical information, adult education, and inter-library lending. 


5124. The USSR Book Chamber, Nikolai Kukharov. Books, (297) 
November 1955, 223-224. 
The Book Chamber is a government institution set up in 1920 under the 
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Ministry of Culture. It is an agency in compiling libraries, supplying biblio- 
graphical material to government, public and scientific institutions and organisa- 
tions, and planning publication work in the USSR. By law a certain number of 
copies of every publication must be sent to the Book Chamber, one of which is 
retained and the others sent to all republican and certain large libraries. There 
are also Book Chambers in some of the republics carrying out similar biblio- 
graphical work in their languages. Publications are registered in weeklies, 
quarterlies and annuals, such as The USSR Book Annual, The Bibliography of Soviet 
Bibliography, The Periodical Publication Chronicle, etc. Over 80m. printed 
catalogue cards are prepared annually for the 388,000 public libraries. Other 
publications from the Book Chamber include manuals on bibliography. (See 
also LSA 5073). 


5125 Indiana library needs. Lib. Occ., 18 (7) September 1955, 145-147. 
A report on the needs of school, college and university, and public libraries of 
Indiana. 


5126 Implications for library services, Ralph R. Shaw. Lib. Q., 25 (4) 
October 1955, 344-355. 

Since paperbacks are rarely of lasting value in their subjects libraries are 
unlikely to buy many ; increased production is unlikely to alter library services, 
Electronics and mechanisation are also unlikely to affect library work because 
computers are confined to Yes or No answers, and, for library purposes, are slower 
and far more expensive than human efforts. Times quoted for search by machine 
ignore the time taken to translate the electronic answer back into alphabetisation, 
or with facsimile transmission ignore the time and labour involved in the total 
operation, i.e., microfilming the books and all the processes required on the film 
at each end of the transmission. Interloan, photostat, or messenger service 
are more effective. Fallacies are shown in the arguments for space-saving in 
relation to the continued growth of library collections. The exponential curve 
of growth is seen to taper off after a period of time. Miniaturization, e.g., 
microfilm, is suitable for some materials such as large quantities of little-used 
material, but not for periodicals, reports, reference tools and catalogues in current 
use where the film storage file and the reading machines will take up far more 
space than the original items. Mechanisation demands standardisation and yet 
there is very little occasion for standardisation in library work. Thus only a 
few hundred out of the thousands of libraries would be able to justify the cost 
and use of such machines. Automation will reduce the need for semi-skilled 
workers but require increasing numbers of intellectual workers. Demands for 
additional training will set challenges for libraries in adult education programmes, 
better advisory services and possibly for additional recreational facilities unless 
the latter are catered for by new mass communication programmes. 


5127 Implications for documentation and the organization of know- 
ledge, Verner W. Clapp. Lib. Q., 25 (4) October 1955, 356-362. 


While agreeing that libraries should do what they can to reduce the growth 
of collections by microcopying, selection, weeding, and co-operative schemes, 
and further, that work on classification theory, co-ordinate indexing and the like 
may aid documentation, the writer considers that libraries should also think 
ahead to building bigger libraries, making bigger catalogues and publishing 
bigger indexing and abstracting services, and having larger staffs. Libraries will 
be able to control the entire record of knowledge and the new techniques of 
selection, retrieval and access will make it possible to produce what is wanted. 
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5128 The development of reference services through academic tradi- 
tions, public library practice and special librarianship, Samuel Rothstein. 
ACRL Monographs, (14) June 1955, ix, 124 p. Bibliog. 

A definition of reference services leads to a survey of the growth of research 
collections in public, university and reference libraries such as the John Crerar 
and Library of Congress. Reference services followed as a natural result of larger 
research collections, and to some extent out of a need for public librarians both 
to help the reader unskilled in the use of libraries and to prove the usefulness of 
the collections that they were amassing. In university libraries this assistance 
to readers was neither so necessary nor so readily accepted at a time when 
librarians were chiefly regarded as custodians, nor was it so necessary for the 
amassing of collections to be justified. Special libraries, onthe other hand, 
from their beginnings in about 1900 have been differentiated from other libraries 
by virtue of the great stress they lay on reference service. The survey of the 
development of reference services in all types of library is divided up into the 
periods 1850-1896, 1896-1916, 1916-1940, and trends since 1940. This study is 
a Ph. D. thesis of the University of Illinois, 1954. 


5129 Library developments in the English-speaking West lati, 
Lawrence S$. Thompson. Libri, 5 (3) 1955, 256-266. Illus. 


The English-speaking West Indies demonstrate the difficulties of — 
provision in underdeveloped, geographically remote regions with very limited 
public funds. It has taken two decades, since the Savage Report of 1933, to get 
effective library programmes started. Much outside help has been given in- 
cluding the opening of free libraries by the Carnegie Corporation early in the 
century and the setting up of the East Caribbean Regional Library with its 
demonstration projects by the British Council in 1954. The opening of the 
University College of the West Indies library in 1952 is a factor of some im- 
portance as is the growing number of native West Indians trained as librarians 
and the awakening of local governments to their library responsibilities. 


LIBRARY CO-OPERATION, including union catalogues 


5130 Library co-operation in Canada—college and university libraries 
and public libraries, Eric J. Spicer. Can. Lib. Assn. Occ. Papers (4) March 
1955, 12 p. 

Presents a summary of the 42 replies to a questionnaire sent to university and 
college libraries in November 1953. The replies included facts on the existence 
in the community of a public library, whether or not it possessed over 20,000 
vols., and whether free or charged loans were made to out-of-town students. 
The following are some of the recommendations suggested to improve the 
effectiveness of community libraries. Since few libraries can afford, or consider 
they need, a separate ‘browsing’ room, deposit collections from the public 
libraries might be placed in university and college libraries to augment the 
service which most of the libraries are offering to faculty, staff, students and 
many persons outside the campus. Co-operation in the purchase of books by a 
scheme for the division of subject fields might be organised and the ordering 
done centrally through the public library. The purchase of expensive audio- 
visual materials and equipment should also be done co-operatively. More than 
half the replies favoured closer co-operation ; 2 directory of libraries and a union 
catalogue of holdings are needed. The latter would also help with discarding 
and a storage library might be set up by groups of neighbouring libraries. 
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5131 Farmingtonplanen og det tilsvarende tyske system. [The 
Farmington Plan and the corresponding German system]. Margot Jacobsen. 
Bibliotek og Forskning Arbok, 4, 1955, 101-107. 

Outlines the way in which the Farmington Plan came into being and its aim, 
viz., to ensure that one copy of each forcign publication which is thought to be 
of any interest to scholars, research workers and students, can be found in at 
least one American library and that the copy can be traced through the National 
Union Catalog at the Library of Congress. A full description is given in the 
Farmington Plan Handbook (1953). The task of the Deutsche Forschungsgemein- 
schaft in Germany is to take care of the supply of foreign books and periodicals 
for about 36 university and special libraries. The aim is to provide one copy of 
all needed publications in each Sondersammelgebiete division of the country, 
Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft subscribes to the periodicals, but libraries are 
responsible for book selection in special fields of knowledge. 


5132 Leihverkehr und Zentralkatalogproblem von einer Univer- 
sitatsbibliothek aus gesehen. [Inter-library loans and the union catalogue 
problem from the point of view of a university library]. Walter Bauhuis. 
Z.f. Bib. u. Bib., 2 (2) 1955, 87-98. 

A survey of inter-library loans in the University Library at Heidelberg shows 
that in 1952-54, 13,737 vols. were Icnt to cther litraries and 2,176 vols. korrowed; 
36,037 requests were dealt with during the year. An analysis of requests during 
selected periods gave the following results: requests for periodicals formed 
46 per cent. of the whole, over half being for scientific and medical journals, 
whilst monographs formed the remaining 54 per cent., three-quarters being for 
works published since 1900 ; requests for German works amounted to 55 per 
cent. of the whole. In many cases requests were found to have come to the 
library by irregular means, showing that the proper procedure was not used by 
some librarics, whilst many request forms were inadequately filled in. The 
number of requests for recently published works suggests that a price limit, 
such as is recommended in the Vollans report, ought to be introduced. The 
flood of requests flowing from library to library emphasises the need for union 
catalogues, which can trace books more expeditiously than applications to 
individual libraries. Such catalogues should be strictly regional, as a national 
catalogue would be unwieldly in use ; such a union catalogue is nceded in 
south-west Germany, but finance would appear to obstruct its establishment. 


5133 Interlibrary loan in den U.S.A. ; ein Beitrag zur Geschichte des 
amerikanischen Leihverkehrs. [A contribution to the history of intct- 
library loans in the U.S.A.]. W. M. Luther. Libri, 5 (4) 1955, 297-334. 
Bibliog. 

Interlibrary loans in the U.S.A. can be said to date from 4th September 1876. 
An outline is given of the history and problems of interlibrary loans, mentioning 
the most prominent schemes of co-operation and the proposed sets of regulations 
for their conduct. Regional groupings in particular have contributed greatly to 
success and the system now embraces nearly all the learned librarics of the 
U.S. There is an illustration of the interlibrary loan request form. 


5134 Creating a union list, Herbert L. Leet, and George H. Johnson. 
Lib. J., 80 (19) November 1, 1955, 2423-2426. Illus. 

A description of how a Union List of Periodicals was produced for the Triple 
Cities of New York State, Binghampton, Johnaan City, and Endicatt. Libraries 
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of all types co-operated. Entries were coded on I.B.M. punched cards. These 
cards were then fed through a Type 407 I.B.M. alphabetic accounting machine, 
equipped with a multiple ribbon, thus giving a multilith master sheet for printing. 


NATIONAL AND GOVERNMENTAL LIBRARIES 


5135 Current trends in national libraries, David C. Mearns, editor. 
Lib. Trends, 4 (1) July 1955, 116 p. 

Under 14 headings are set out statements on the functions and organisation of 
23 national libraries. The subjects covered are : (i) current concepts of the place 
of the national library in national life ; (ii) effects on the library of postwar 
legislation and of its own charters ; (iii) modifications of financial support ; 
(iv) new construction; (v) library’s response to conditions abroad ; (vi) 
acquisitions policy ; (vii) notable additions ; (viii) new services ; (ix) biblio- 
graphical undertakings ; (x) present participation in national and international 
cultural and intellectual programmes; (xi) observations on librarianship 
resulting from foreign travel; (xii) personnel ; (xiii) relations with other 
libraries and research institutions ; (xiv) recent trends in publishing. The 
libraries contributing information are : British Museum ; National Library of 
Wales ; National Library of Ireland; Osterreichische Nationalbibliothek 
(Vienna) ; Bibliothéque Nationale (Paris) ; Biblioteca Nazionale (Florence) ; 
Biblioteca Nazionale (Rome); + Bibliothéque Nationale (Luxembourg) ; 
Koninklijke Bibliotheek (The Hague); Kungl. Biblioteket (Stockholm) ; 
Bibliothéque Nationale Suisse (Bern) ; Mill? Kiitiiphane (Ankara) ; Jewish 
National and University Library (Jerusalem); National Diet Library (Tokyo) ; 
General Assembly Library (Wellington) ; Bibliothéque Publique de la Régence 


‘de Tunis ; Biblioteca Nacional (Buenos Aires) ; Biblioteca Nacional (Havana) ; 


Biblioteca Nacional de Guatemala ; Biblioteca Nacional (Lima) ; Biblioteca 
Nacional (San Salvador) ; National Central Library (London) ; South African 
Public Library (Cape Town). National libraries have few common charac- 
teristics but whatever their origins they have often become legal depositories 
and hence compilers of national bibliographies. Since their collections are 
inherently international in scope they have developed international exchanges. 
Their greatest asset is prestige, reflected in the financial support received ; they 
flourish best when allied to a diversity of interests. At their best they are 
“libraries’ libraries”, setting standards and undertaking work otherwise im- 
possible. Financial support is rarely adequate and older libraries may oppose 
change, allow other institutions to take over some of their functions and fail to 
provide efficient reference service, especially in science. This trend may be 
reversed. New national libraries are being set up and there is greater willingness 
to éncourage public interest and international co-operation. 


5136 Die Restaurierung des Prunksaales der Osterreichischen 
Nationalbibliothek. [The Restoration of the ‘Prunksaal’ of the Austrian 
National Library]. Walter E. Buchowiecki. Biblios, 4 (3) 1955, 101-104. 

This famous ‘Prunksaal’ built in 1726 was found in 1952 to be badly in need 
of restoration, both in its structure and its decoration. These restorations were 
successfully carried out. 
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5137 Tocht naar Mariemont en Bergen, 19 Mei 1955. [Visit to Marie- 
mont and Bergen, 19 May 1955]. P. van Tichelen. Bibliotheekgids, 31 (3) 
May-June 1955, 57-61. Illus. 

The castle of Mariemont, which passed to the Belgian state on the death of 
its last owner in 1917, contains both a museum and a library ; the latter contains 
some 36,000 vols., mostly in the fine arts but also Greek and Latin authors and 
French literature ; the library possesses some 50 mss., 5,000 autographs, and a 
number of early printed books in contemporary bindings. The public library 
at Bergen, housed in a former Jesuit college, dates from 1797 and is one of the 
richest in Belgium ; it possesses 140,000 vols., manuscripts and early printed 


books. 


5138 Marinens bibliotek. [The Danish Naval Library]. H. F. Kiaer. 
Bogens Verden, 37 (6) September 1955, 285-289. 

Gives a short historical introduction and a general description of the library. 
Founded in 1765, the library is still in its original home, a building which has 
been preserved. There are 21,150 volumes in the library itself and 25,000 vols. 
placed in different navy schools and archives. The library is open to the public 
and co-operates with other libraries in the country. It has many fine special 
collections and is managed by a naval officer as director and two librarians. 


5139 Piccola storia d’una speciale biblioteca entrata nella Grande 
Vaticana. [A brief story of a specialised library now in the Great Vatican 
Library]. Gianni Gervasoni. Accad. e Bibl. d'Italia, 23 (2-3) March-June 
1955, 119-126. 

The negotiations for the acquisition of the Cicognara Library by the Vatican, 
were carefully made by means of the analysis of a series of documents from the 
years 1823 to 1828 belonging to the Vatican Archives, Labronica and Marciana 
Libraries. Among these were some letters, until now unpublished, by Angelo 
Mai to whose interest is principally due the fact that such a valuable collection of 
books on art have become part of the Vatican Library. 


5140 I manoscritti della biblioteca Reale di Torino. [The MSS. in 
the Royal Library of Turin]. Marina Bersano Begey. Accad. e Bibl. d’ Italia, 
23 (1) January-February 1955, 3-7. Illus. 

This collection, now the property of the State, consists of 4,000 vols. of MSS., 
a large number of documents and 1,100 drawings. The origin of this collection 
not only came from the original library belonging to the Court of Savoy which 
had in part dispersed but principally from material brought together during the 
first half of the last century by Domenico Promis who had been put in charge of 
the library by Carlo Alberto. The MSS. are divided into various sections 
including : miscellaneous, history of Italy ; military ; Oriental ; the Vernazza 
collection and that of the Duke of Genoa. The library contains various books 
of Hours, the personal books belonging to the family of Savoy, illuminated MSS. 
from all the main centres of Mediaeval culture (Bobbio, etc.), and from other 
historical libraries such as the Sforzesca-Viscontea, Estense. The drawings, 
amongst which are some by Rembrandt, by Dutch painters and 13 by Leonardo, 
will be included in a ““Corpus”’ of which the first volume will be published soon. 
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5141 Statement on National Library policy. N.Z. Libs., 18 (7) August 
1955, 159-165. 

Prepared by the National Library Committee, it was approved by the N.Z.L.A. 
Council for submission to the committee of the Public Service Commission, 
which is considering the question of establishing a National Library. It covers in 
detail the need, site, administration and functions of a National Library. Existing 
state libraries should be amalgamated in the National Library in a specially 
planned building, and it must represent a co-ordination of the policies of the 
three state libraries, the stock embracing purely reference, limited loan (for 
research needs, etc.), and stock for bulk loan or request issue. 


5142 La biblioteca de la Real Academia Espajiola. [The library of 
the Spanish Royal Academy]. Dir. gen. Bol., 4 (30) July 1955, 44-46. Illus. 

The Academy, founded in 1713, established a library in 1737, and appointed 
its first librarian in 1794. The present building has been occupied since 1894, 
and the collection to-day numbers about 40,000 volumes, largely on philology, 
linguistics and literature, but also including works on religion and philosophy, 
law, science, bibliography and history. The reading room is open to the public 
from 10.0 a.m. to 1.0 p.m., and no ticket of admission is required, though 
borrowing is restricted to academicians. There is an alphabetical author catalogue 
and a subject catalogue classed by a simplified Dewey scheme. 


5143 Law, Staff of the Law Division. L.C.Q.J., 11 (4) August 1954, 


213-238. Illus. 


During 1953 a total of 20,476 volumes and pamphlets were received in the 
Law Library. In addition, some 10,677 pocket parts were recorded, together 
with 100,000 issues of legal periodicals. U.S. early State session laws are least 
represented in the collections. Latin-American and European countries provide 
46% of all accessions. British Commonwealth countries 8%. 


5144 Maps, Walter W. Ristow. L.C.Q.J., 11 (4) August 1954, 239-249. 
Illus. 

Map collections in the U.S. and Canada amount to 527, evidence of their 
reference use. The dispersed character of map publication and the lack of 
bibliographic aids discourage specialization. The L.C. collections are unique. 
66,000 maps and 1,000 atlases were accessioned in 1953, the majority of the maps 
being transferred from other government departments, and the greater part of 
the atlases were deposited through the copyright acts. Official or government 
publications form a large percentage of all acquisitions. 


5145 Microreproduction, Lester K. Born. L.C.Q.J., 12 (1) November 
1954, 33-36. 

The annual report of the Microreproduction Projects Division. Only ex- 
pendable negatives, i.c., those which raise no problems of cost and availability 
regarding replacement, may be used as service copies. It is recommended that 
a policy of micro-copying in lieu of binding, should be integrated with one of 
buying micro-copies rather than ink-print copies, for six categories of material, 
viz., titles not otherwise available, with paper deteriorating, where microcopying 
is cheaper than the original, where the original is of a precious nature, titles in 
need of binding, and foreign newspapers. A list of current foreign newspapers 
recommended for co-operative microfilming, containing 1,200 titles, has been 
published. Issues statistics are given for the Microfilm Reading Room. 
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5146 Prints and photographs, Alice Lee Parker. L.C.Q.J., 12 (1) 
November 1954, 17-32. Illus. 

The annual report of the Prints and Photographs Division of the Library of 
Congress and a resumé of the fine, or artist, prints purchased through the Pennell 
and Hubbard Funds. The Pennell Collection is notable for its coverage of 
Amcrican printmaking from the middle of the 19th century to the present day, 
and endeavours to provide a representative collection of the work of printmakers 
from other countries. Accessions to the Division’s collections of Whistleriana, 
political cartoons, the pictorial archives of early American architecture, portraits, 
and other pictorial material, are also described. 


5147 Recent scientific literature, Staff of the Science Division. L.C.Q.J., 
11 (4) August 1954, 199-210. Illus. 

The Science Division was formed in 1950, although the acquisition of scientific 
material goes back to 1800, and the Jefferson and Smithsonian deposits of 1815 
and 1866. Over 100,000 items were received in 1953, the pressure of research 
continuing to result in the proliferation of new journals. Abstracting services 
are now a necessity and documentation centres have been established in most 
countries. The basic group of publications continues to come from the reports 
of academies and learned institutions. USSR publishes three times as many 
monographs as U.S., bat fewer serials. Punched cards and microcards are 
becoming important in the recording of scientific literature. 


5148 The Legislative Reference Service of Congress, George B. 
Galloway. Parl. Affairs, 8 (2) Spring 1955, 261-265. 

As a result of the valuable services being given by legislative reference bureaux 
in many States, the Legislative Reference Service of Congress was established in 
1914. Its objects are : “To gather, classify and make available . . . data for or 
bearing upon legislation and to render such data serviceable to Congress and 
Committee and members thereof,” and also to prepare an index of State laws 
and a digest of public general Bills. In 1946 the Service was made a separate 
department of the Library of Congress. In 1955 it had a staff of 152 lawyers, 
economists, political scientists, historians, librarians, researchers and analysts, 
and a budget of $875,000. The Service is organised in seven sections : historical 
and general research, American law, economics, senior specialists, foreign affairs, 
government, library services. 53,009 enquiries are dealt with ina year. Examples 
of the types of question asked are given. Increasingly the specialists in the 
Legislative Reference Service are playing an important part, as “neutrals”, in 
serving both houses of Congress by taking part in debates, committee discussions 
and in analysing material and advising members. 


5149 The Reference and Research Divisions of the House of 
Commons Library, R. F. C. Butcher. Parl. Affairs, 8 (3) Summer 1955, 
388-395. 


The House of Commons Library was re-organised in 1945 into (i) The Par- 
liamentary Division containing the main collection of books, Hansard, statutes, 
law reports, Parliamentary and official papers ; (ii) a Reference and information 
division, set up to provide swift answers to members’ enquiries ; (iii) a Research 
Department for questions involving extended research. The staff was increased 
by the appointment of graduates with specialist knowledge and library experience, 
to the present total of 33 persons. The expenditure on all House of Commons 
library services was £23,000 in 1954-55. The Reference Division is an open 
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access library of modern reference books and files of 110 newspapers from 20 
countrics and over 1,100 periodicals. The staff are responsible for extracting 
information for members from the vast quantity of papers and reports on inter- 
national affairs. Exhibitions relating to topical problems, e.g., East Coast flood 
disaster, “horror comics”, are arranged. The Research Division has two qualified 
statistical specialists and two researchers dealing with non-statistical enquiries. 
Bibliographies and memoranda are compiled in anticipation of debates in the 
House, e.g., broadcasting, Formosa, Britain’s roads. Examples of questions 
received from members and from outside sources are quoted. The growth in 
the volume of work performed has meant that there is now insufficient accom- 
modation for adequate services. 


5150 The needs of Government and other special libraries in West 
Africa, V. Ologundudu. WALA News, 2 (1) January 1955, 11-13. 


Government department libraries are generally badly maintained. Crude 
local classifications may be employed and issue systems are generally inadequate. 
Supervision is often in the hands of staff officers untrained in librarianship, and 
book acquisition usually lacks policy, grants not being effectively used. Staff 
should be trained and book selection should be more systematic. Libraries 
should hold a general reference stock as well as covering their own subject field. 
Until this state of affairs is improved, the formation of union lists and inter- 
library co-operation must be left to the future. 


5151 The British Council Library, Ibadan, R. A. F. Sherwood. WALA 
News, 2 (2) June 1955, 31-37. Tables. 


The library contains 4,400 books and is open to all residents of Ibadan over the 
age of 18. It provides a representative selection of British literature and books 
about the way of life of Britain and the Commonwealth. Over the past few 
years statistics have been kept of the books issued, and these throw interesting 
light on the reading habits of the readers. Among European members of 
the library over half the books borrowed are fiction, while Africans borrow 
proportionately more non-fiction books, a guide to the demand for education 
among the community. Yet fiction forms 25% of the Africans’ borrowing, 
this fact indicating a considerable interest in good English fiction, established 
classics being preferred. The average ratio of issues to stock is about 1 in 2. 
Tables are appended, showing library membership and issues, issues by subject, 
and selected titles with issue details. 


UNIVERSITY AND COLLEGE LIBRARIES 


5152 Das Gebiude der alten Wiener Universitatsbibliothek in der 
Postgasse. [The buildings of the old University Library of Vienna in the 
‘Postgasse’]. Hugo Alker. Biblios 4 (3) 1955, 89-101. Illus. plans. 

A history and description of the old buildings in the Postgasse which for 260 
years were used as a library—from 1623-1777 as library of the Jesuit College and 
1777-1884 as the University library. Finally in 1946 it became once more a 
library, this time of the Police Headquarters. 


ec 
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5153 Helsingin Yliopiston Ylioppilaskunnan kirjaston uusi talo. 
[The new building of the Library of the Helsinki University Student Body]. 
Kaarlo Lausti. Kirjastolehti, 48 (9) November 1955, 210-216. Illus., plans, 


A detailed description of the building (10,000 cu.m.). The somewhat unusual 
exterior is due to the narrow and irregular building site. The stack space 
comprises two floors, one of which is underground. The other, on ground 
level, is fitted with study carrels at the windows. The two main storeys hold a 
spacious lending department, a reading room with a novel arrangement of the 
desks, a catalogue room and reading rooms for newspapers and periodicals, a 
music department, six study rooms and adequate staff and work rooms. 


5154 Des collections universitaires de l’Ancien Régime aux biblio- 
théques universitaires frangaises contemporaines. [From university 
collections of the Ancien Régime to contemporary French university 
libraries]. Germain Calmette. Archives . . . de Belgique, 26 (1) 1955, 18-31. 

In 1865 French university libraries contained 348,782 volumes. German 
university libraries contained 2m. volumes. The development of French 
university librarics to 1865 is considered in the light of the progress of university 
education, and university libraries in 1789 are surveyed. Only four were more 
than groups of college or faculty libraries, reflecting the absence of centralisation 
in higher education ; however, French university library resources equalled or 
surpassed those of other countries, except the Bodleian. When monastic 
libraries were dispersed their books did not go to university libraries, because of 
the Revolutionary neglect of the universities. Modern books were not acquired 
in the first half of the nineteenth century owing to continued State neglect of 
universities and the universities’ neglect of research. 


5155 Die Universitatsbibliothek Jena 1950-1955. |The Jena University 
Library 1950-1955]. Waldemar Stéssel. Z.f-Bib., 69 (9-10) September- 
October 1955, 331-343. 

Dr. Predeek’s earlier report brought the story of the library’s restoration, 
after its destruction in 1945, up to 1950, and the survey of its work and develop- 
ment is now continued to 1955. Two new departments have been added : the 
Scientific-technical information Bureau (TWA) and the Social Sciences Advisory 
Bureau (GeBe). In 1953 the TWA reproduced 29,760 pages on 1,385 micro- 
films, and made 17,735 pages of photostats. Industrial concerns of most countries 
avail themselves of this documentary reproduction service which is given in 
addition to normal bibliographical information work. In the field of social 
sciences the GeBe publishes booklists and various full specialised bibliographies. 
Translations are also prepared by the library. The general work of the library 
has increased considerably. Requests for books rose to 49,000 in 1954, of which 
26,213 were satisfied immediately. The number of borrowers was 2,118 and 
7,135 inquiries were answered. A very important feature is the new and en- 
larged reading room which now has seats for 230, formerly 82, and a reference 
stock of 10,500 vols. The reconstruction of the catalogues has made good 
progress. Many gaps in the holdings of foreign periodicals have been filled. 
The number of periodicals taken has risen from 835 to 2,466. 14,044 books 
were added in 1954. A home bindery, set up in 1952, dealt with 5,500 vols. 
during its first years. The library also helps to train librarians. 
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5156 English university library development and the New Zealand 
scene, G. H. Briggs. N.Z. Libs., 18 (7) August 1955, 153-159. 

A discussion of those things causing concern to English university iibrarians 
and of interest to New Zealand university librarians. There has been in the past 
little co-operation between National and University Libraries, but in 1953 the 
Standing Committee of National and University Libraries was set up. It has, 
inter alia, the task of encouraging co-operative acquisition. Changing opinion 
on cataloguing supports the view that full bibliographical details are not necessary. 
Whilst many home-made classification schemes are in use, Bliss is coming into 
greater popularity and use. The status of library staff in relation to teaching 
staff has improved. Most university librarians prefer to take the post-graduate 
Diploma in Librarianship of University College, London. In New Zealand 
university libraries, greater co-operative acquisition is required and current 
cataloguing practice must be questioned. The status of New Zealand University 
librarians will depend on the quality of their education and training at present 
inadequate. 


5157 Work in a university library, A. Anderson. Wessex Bookman, 4 
(2) Winter 1954, 9-13. 

A summary of the principal differences between public and university libraries 
in book stock, administration, organisation and staffing. 


5158 Marginal punched cards as an order record, Joan M. Gladstone. 
Libri, 5 (4) 1955, 365-369. Illus. 

The order record of the library of King’s College, Newcastle upon Tyne, 
previously kept on paper slips is now in the form of marginal punched cards, 
alphabetically arranged as before. The change was made to speed up and render 
less laborious the follow-up of overdue orders. The department ordering, the 
book-dealer, the order-date and the Dewey classification number are recorded 
by clipping open the appropriate holes. Each month cards for books ordered 
the previous month and not yet received are sorted out by the needle sorter, 
while every three months the whole file is sorted. Overdues thus revealed can 
then be dealt with. A desiderata file for books reported out-of-print is kept 
and the classification number can be used to check it by subject. 


5159 The technical college library, Michael Argles. Vocational aspect 
of secondary and further education, 7 (14) Spring 1955, 8-14. References. 

Until recently technical colleges in Britain lacked adequate library facilities. 
A joint report in 1938 recommended that college libraries should provide : 
standard works and texts ; current literature on the college curricula ; works 
on the social implications of industry and commerce, e.g., history, economic 
history ; literature for browsing and recreative reading. It is important that 
the users of the library, who are of an impressionable age, should have access to 
a wide selection of good literature as well as the best material on technical subjects. 
In this way potential executives and managers can be taught how to use existing 
resources and later will demand and know where to obtain accurate and up-to- 
date information. The library at Hatfield Technical College, opened in 1952, 
is described as an illustration of a library built to meet these recommendations. 
The stock is now over 7,500 items ; 100 current periodicals are taken. Issues 
have risen from 2,188 in 1952-53 to 5,158 in 1953-54. 
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5160 Training college libraries, Laurence Neal. Lib. Assn. Rec., 57 (9) 
September 1955, 337-341. 

Leicester Training College was opened in 1946. The running of its library 
from its inception is described, covering administration, classification and 
cataloguing, book selection, accommodation, and the unique Teaching Practice 
Library. Statistics are given on the 131 traiaing college libraries in Britain. 


5161 De nederlandse wetenschappelijke bibliotheken en de statistiek. 
[Netherlands research libraries and statistics]. A.J.de Mooy. Bibliotheekleven, 
40 (9) September 1955, 275-284. 

A critical review of the handbook of library statistics for 1953 published by 
the Netherlands Central Statistical Office in 1954. Certain aspects of the hand- 
book are considered unsatisfactory, and it is questioned whether a government 
agency is the best qualified to produce the kind of statistics most useful to librarians 
and library users. 


5162 Samlingene av manuskripter, diplomer og dokumenter i 
Universitetsbiblioteket i Bergen. [The collections of manuscripts, deeds 
and documents in the University Library of Bergen]. Gerhard Munthe. 
Bibliotek og Forskning Arbok, 4, 1955, 93-99. 

The Bergen Museum (f.1825) library, now the University Library, developed 
slowly but always paid great attention to collecting and preserving mss.,deeds 
and documents. A brief description is given of the outstanding items in the mss. 
collection (1,045 items) and deeds and documents (1,250 items). 


5163 The Music Library of the University of Cape Town, J. W. Perry 
and Mrs. M. W. Paterson. S. Afr. Libs., 23 (1) July 1955, 3-6. Illus. 


The library consists of a reading room, housing books and music scores ; a 
record and score room and a listening room. Constructional details of these 
two latter are given. Stock figures are : books, 3,500 ; music, 13,000 items ; 
records, 4,000. Some special collections are held including one of the work of 
South African composers. Other activities include an interlending service with 
many of the leading orchestras of the Union, and a music reference service. 


5164 The Medical Library, University of Natal, Beatrix H. Robinow. 
S. Afr. Libs., 23 (2) October 1955, 43-46. Photos. 

The Medical School was founded in 1950-51 for the purpose of training 
Non-European doctors. The library which occupies part of a new school 
building, has a stock of some 7,000 items, many obtained by gift and exchange. 
The staff, under the control of the University Librarian, is supplemented by 
student help. 


5165 De Svenska Vetenskapliga Biblioteken 1953 (1952/53). Den nya 
samstatistikens fdrsta argang. [Statistics of Swedish university and 
research libraries]. J. C. Sune Lindquist Nord. Tid., 41 (4) 1954, 125-133. 
Tables. 

In 1954 statistics of twenty-four Swedish university and research libraries 
were published for the first time in Statistisk drsbok for Sverige (Statistical Abstract 
of Sweden), vol. 41. These data will henceforth appear annually in the Abstract 
and will also be reprinted in Nordisk Tidskrift. In the comments on the tables 
some discrepancies between the figures supplied by the various libraries are 


pointed out. 
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5166 Report on the Harvard University Library. Harvard Lib. Bull., 
9 (3) Autumn 1955, 293-299. 

In Spring 1954, a special study of Harvard U.L. intended to survey the present 
situation of the library, to investigate possible improvements and financial needs, 
and to discuss its future, was begun. Papers prepared during the survey have 
previously appeared in the Harvard Library Bulletin. (See LSA 4271 and 4878) 
and a further paper appears in the current issue. (See LSA 5294). The definitive 
edition of the Report on the Harvard University Library : a study of present and 
prospective problems has now been published, and the present article summarizes 
its contents. 


5167 The Radcliffe College Library after seventy-five years, Ruth K. 
Porritt. Harvard Lib. Bull., 9 (3) Autumn 1955, 335-349. Photos. 


The Radcliffe College Library began about 1881 in one of the four rented 
rooms in a private house where the Society for the Collegiate Instruction of 
Women had its first home. From the earliest days the women students were 
allowed the use of Harvard College Library and the link between the libraries 
was important in fostering the academic relations between Radcliffe and Harvard. 
After several moves of location, a permanent library building was erected in 
1908, with financial assistance from Andrew Carnegie. Since then it has re- 
mained in one place but has continued to grow and develop in various directions, 
both by purchase and by considerable gifts. It has formed special collections 
and has sent forth several offshoots. The stock is now about 100,000 volumes. 


5168 The Robbins Library of Philosophy, James H. Broderick. Harvard 
Lib. Bull., 9 (3) Autumn 1955, 415-417. 

A class library in philosophy was formed at Harvard in 1890. R. C. Robbins 
donated funds for expansion of the library in 1906, from which year till 1933 
Benjamin Rand, the bibliographer of philosophy, was librarian. To these two 
men the library is mainly indebted for its development to its present size of 
5,000 volumes. It now serves as a working library for the university department 
of philosophy. 


5169 The History and Political Science Library, University of 
Illinois, Nelle Signor. Illinois Libs. 37 (8) October 1955, 257-259. 


This was reorganised as a library for advanced students and research workers 
in 1928, since when it became increasingly specialised and progressively provided 
more adequate facilities for faculty and graduate research. The collection 
consists of 15,000 volumes, current issues of 250 periodicals and complete files 
of the more important professional journals. It has in recent years expanded 
its collection by the addition of the Lincoln Library, the gift of Mr. and Mrs. 
H. H. Horner, and of the United Nations collection, i.e., the depository collection 
of United Nations publications. Other special collections, notably the collection 
of League of Nations documents, are mentioned. 


5170 Regional processing: advantages and disadvantages for the 
college and university library, Elizabeth Tarver. J. of Cat. and Class., 11 
(4) October 1955, 212-216. 

The pros and cons of regional processing for college and university libraries 
are discussed largely from the viewpoint of Louisiana State University Library. 
The author has her doubts whether such a scheme would be workable and 
economical. Multiplicity of college library authorities would be a practical 
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barrier, and the fact that college libraries use LC printed cards would obviate 
the need for a regional cataloguing bureau. 


5171 Reclassification of the University of South Carolina Library 
collection, Jessie Gilchrist Ham. J. of Cat. and Class., 11 (4) October 1955, 
221-232. 

The present Head of the Catalog Department describes the reclassification 
and recataloguing procedures undertaken when changing over from Cutter to 
Decimal Classification. The work was started in 1938 preparatory to moving 
into a new building in 1941, but the main task was not begun until 1946. One 
of the major difficulties was the constant change-over in staff, entailing great 
expenditure of time in training newcomers in the reclassification routines. Four 
tables of statistics and costs are included. The average cost per book for 58,039 
volumes was $1.69. 


5172 The Arabic manuscript collection of the library of the University 
College of Ibadan, Nigeria, W. E. N. Kensdale. WALA News, 2 (2) 
June 1955, 21-25. Photo. 

A brief indication of the scope of the collection, at present comprising 160 
titles, is given and authors cited. A tour was undertaken through Northern 
Nigeria in 1954 to find manuscripts, and the methods employed and the successes 
achieved are described. At present few of the mss. are older than the 19th 
century, but it is hoped that further tours will reveal works of much greater 
antiquity. A collection of the mss. in the N.A. (Arabic) Library, Kano, are to be 
loaned to the University for microfilming. A printed catalogue of the collec- 
tion is in preparation. There remains much work to be done in selection of 
important works and a comparison of copies of each for critical editions. 


SPECIAL LIBRARIES 


5173 Dagbladdocumentatie. [Newspaper documentation]. G. Leeflang. 
Bibliotheekleven, 40 (10) October 1955, 297-307. 

Documentation in a newspaper office is very different from that in an industrial 
concern or a government department. In the first place it must cover everything 
everywhere, and not just a specialised field ; and in the second place speed of 
reference is all-important. The editorial archive can be divided into four 
elements : (i) personal archive, consisting of biographies ; (ii) historical archive, 
including a library, official publications, maps, etc. ; (iii) current archive, com- 
prising a news index and files of newspaper cuttings ; and (iv) photographic 
archive. Space is a problem in a constantly growing archive of this kind, and 
microphotography is used increasingly ; perforated microcards help to solve 
the speed problem as well. 


5174 Firmabibliotekarer og deres uddannelse. [Industrial librarians and 
their training]. Tove Hording-Jensen. Tid.f.Dok., 11 (3) 1955, 31-33. 


Since 1938 Denmark has had an organised system for training public librarians ; 
librarians at national scientific libraries have an M.A. degree. The training of 
industrial librarians is still inadequate and should be co-ordinated with that of 
other librarians, even if special courses are required for certain branches. The 
Danish Association of Scientific and Special Librarians has on three occasions 
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held a 74-hour basic course in librarianship, in which industrial librarians also 
took part. Several continuation courses follow this basic course. The plan of 
these courses is outlined. 


5175 Firmabibliotekets arbejde. [The business and institution library]. 
Arne Glud. Bogens Verden, 37 (7) October 1955, 352-357. 


These libraries are fairly new in Denmark. They offer a very different service 
from that given by public libraries. It is preferable to have a professional 
librarian who has special knowledge of the institution. Books and periodicals 
must be catalogued fully. Periodicals are of the greatest importance and after 
they have been circulated to the different departments they must be analysed. 
Since most of the older periodicals can be obtained from other libraries it will 
not usually be necessary to bind copies in each institution. It is also important 
that there should be co-operation between the library and the firm internally 
and with other libraries externally. 


5176 Literaturauswertung als einfache Betriebsaufgabe. [Literature 
exploitation as simple task of a firm]. Otto Frank. DFW,4(1-2) November 
1955, 2-7. 


The small firm can offset its inability to call on resident specialists by the 
utilization of literature. Necessary control and administrative operations may 
be undertaken by non-professional staff. On this premise the article discusses 
the administration and cataloguing of books, the filing of pamphlet material, 
and control of periodicals and auxiliary aids. 


5177 Lese-Interessen Dortmunder Hiittenarbeiter : Ergebnisse einer 
leserkundlichen Untersuchung einer Dortmunder Volks- und 
Werkbiicherei. [Reading interests of Dortmund steelworkers : results of 
a readership survey at a Dortmund public and works library]. Hedwig 
Bieber. Kulturarbeit, 7 (11), 1955, 215-220. Tables. 

This survey analyses the membership of the library by trade and age and gives 
the average number of books of various types read by male workers, female 
workers and apprentices. It gives lists of books read by individuals from 
different trade and age groups and finally lists of books with the frequency of 
their use by men and by women. 





5178 Die Biicherei des Vereins Deutscher Eisenhiittenleute zu 
Diisseldorf, ihre Organisation und ihre Tatigkeit. [The library of 
Verein Deutscher Eisenhiittenleute at Dusseldorf, its organisation and services]. 
Herbert Dickman. Tid.f.Dok., 11 (3) 1955, 25-28, 36. Photo. 

This is the central library for the German iron and steel industry and began 
in 1905 based on the books possessed by the Stahl und Eisen journal. Since the 
war the library has been equipped with mobile shelving which permits almost 
100% utilization of the available space. The card index system, abstracting 
service, cuttings, catalogues and illustrations collections are described. 


5179 The library in the farm institute, its purpose and value, E. Wise. 
Houghall Record, (2) Spring 1955, 29-36. 

(See LSA 4051). The library should serve as a centre of farming progress, 
theory and practice, for students and for extra-mural activities. Farm institutes 
may have only 60 students yet the need for materials is just as great as for a 
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large student body. Therefore the library service should act as the central 
agricultural library for the whole county. This requires study of suitable 
accommodation, the location, liaison with the county library, and the admission 
of ‘outside’ readers. A detailed description of the library of the Durham School 
of Agriculture is given in order to illustrate the above requirements. The 
library is a branch of the county library, open 24 hours a week. Established in 
1949, it now has a stock of 2,893 vols., 1,060 pamphlets, 150 filmstrips, 300 
photographs. The county library provides the qualified staff, books and equip- 
ment ; the School of Agriculture provides 80 periodicals, most of the pamphlets, 
and the visual aids. Book selection is done by the librarian in collaboration with 
the School’s teaching staff. A monthly bulletin, giving information on new 
books and pamphlets, and a list of the more important periodical articles indexed 
during the previous month, is issued and widely distributed. 


5180 Bibliographical co-operation between the libraries of Institutes 
of Education. I. The union catalogue, W. L. Saunders. Lib. Assn. 
Rec., 57 (10) October 1955, 405-407. 

A union catalogue of the stocks of 14 Institute of Education libraries was 
compiled in 1951-52. Methods of compilation and use are described. 


5181 Bibliographical co-operation between the libraries of Institutes 
of Education. II. The Index to Selected British Educational 
Periodicals, E. R. S. Fifoot. Lib. Assn. Rec., 57 (10) October 1955, 407-408. 

This Index, first issued in January 1955 for the period August-November 
1954, appears 3 times a year and covers 41 journals. 


5182 Work in a hospital library, D. Jordan. Wessex Bookman, 4 (2) 
Winter 1954, 8-9. 
A brief description of the work in the library of a mental hospital. 


5183 The libraries of the Dyestuffs Division, Imperial Chemical 
Industries, I. M. Davidson and R. E. Fairbairn. Lib. Assn. Rec., 57 (10) 
October 1955, 402-405. Photos. 

A description of the libraries in the new building, specially designed for the 
libraries and related services. Mention is also made of the Commercial and 
Biological libraries, housed nearby. Additional library department activities 
include the registration, care and distribution of the Division’s technical records 
and reports, the compilation of indexes and the provision of an information 
service from these records and reports. 


5184 Work in an industrial library, C. F. Cayless. Wessex Bookman, 4 
(2) Winter 1954, 3-7. 

A description of the work in the library of Vickers-Armstrong Ltd., with 
particular reference to the procurement and filing of reports. 


5185 Libraries : yesterday and today, John W. Oliver. Scot. Lib. Assn. 
Conf. Proc., 1955, 19-26. 

A sketch of the circulating libraries founded by Allan Ramsay in Edinburgh 
and, possibly, Leadhills, Lanarkshire, and of Robert Burns’ activities as librarian 
to the Monkland Friendly Society, New Monkland, Dumfriesshire, and of the 
library attached to the village inn at Laurencekirk by Lord Gardenstone. 
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5186 The London Library, S. G. Gillam. Books, (297) November 1955, 
224-226. 

In 1839 Thomas Carlyle and his friends planned a subscription library. It 
opened its doors in May 1841 with 3,000 books. The library grew rapidly and 
additional accommodation was required from time to time in St. James’s Square. 
Today the library contains nearly 600,000 vols., has over 5,000 members and a 
staff of 40. Books on all subjects are added to form a collection of permanent 
value to the student and historian, Many reference works ate also available for 
loan. English fiction is not purchased until at least six months after publication 
and is confined to the works of established authors. Notes are given on former 
librarians and outstanding gifts and purchases of books. For an annual sub- 
scription of six guineas members in the London area may borrow up to ten 
volumes at a time ; members living in the country, fifteen. In 1934 the library 
was granted a Royal Charter. 


5187 A publisher’s reference library, Philip L. Forstall. Illinois Libs., 
37 (8) October 1955, 255-256. 


The Rand McNally Library, Chicago, formed as a separate department of 
the company in November 1949, specialises in geography as well as in history, 
education and the graphic arts, and has 15,000 volumes, 100 atlases, 30,000 sheet 
maps and a picture file of 10,000 photographs. 130 periodicals are retained 
permanently. Other points covered include classification and shelving systems 
and the work done by the library. 


b 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES: General surveys 


5188 Future trends of the public library in the next ten years, Ralph 
Ulveling. Can. Lib. Assn. Bull., 12 (2) October 1955, 65-67. 


Three main trends must be considered in the development of public library 
programmes for a new era. (i) The general rise of the educational level, pro- 
ducing an enormous increase in the number of potential users ; (ii) the phe- 
nomenal growth and emphasis on research since the war ; (iii) the concept of 
automation. Some changes are already taking place and others will probably 
follow. (1) Organizing the book collection for service. The new type of 
reader requires subject specialisations. In 1936 in Detroit, following the open 
access system and reading lists, came a radical change—the Dewey classification 
was discarded and the books arranged by a Reader-Interest grouping. (2) 
Statistical measurements of performance. Attempts are being made to rid 
libraries of quantitative statistics. (3) Regionalised reference centres need to be 
established. (4) Automation can help with reader registration and overdue 
records, and preparing book cards. Photo-copying, providing material within 
a minute, is being developed. New methods of selecting and locating materials 
are being tested. (5) Television programmes in Detroit are planned to make 
material better known. (9) Community recognition of libraries and librarians 
is to be expanded. 


5189 The provincial libraries in Nova Scotia, Alberta Letts. Ontario 
Lib. Rev., 39 (3) August 1955, 154-158. 


In this paper, the Director of the Provincial Library of Nova Scotia describes, 
for the consideration of the Ontario L. A. Annual Conference, the library system 
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in Nova Scotia, which is recent in origin. The hub of the system is the Pro- 
vincial Library, which consists of four departments: (i) regional libraries, 
catering for over half the population, (ii) a legislative library, (iii) a reference 
and inter-library loan service, and (iv) a centralized ordering and cataloguing 
service. Still needed are : a specialist in work with children, a public relations 
officer, and government scholarships for prospective librarians. Suggestions 
are made for Ontario itself. 


5190 Library for everyone (in France), James C. McIntosh. Catholic 
Lib. World, 27 (2) November 1955, 60-63. 


In a country where the municipal library system is weak, the Bibliothéques 
Pour Tous, organised by the French Feminine League for Catholic Action, are 
providing a widespread and effective library service with nearly 1,000 libraries 
and over 2,000 depots. One of its libraries, in a town of 17,000 inhabitants, is 
described. It has an annual circulation of 18,000 volumes and acts as a kind of 
county centre for the department’s Catholic Action libraries, distributing from 
an extension stock of 5,000 volumes. In the Moselle the libraries offer a parti- 
cularly valuable service to industrial communities, where a total of 112,000 
volumes are loaned annually. The Service National de Bibliothéques, on a very 
low budget, performs three basic functions : (1) education and co-ordination, 
with correspondence courses and conferences ; (ii) bibliographic service, re- 
viewing new books in the monthly Notes Bibliographiques ; (iii) information 
service, publishing the monthly Culture and Libraries. The system is attracting 
an increasing number of readers each year. 


5191 Offentliche Biichereien in der Statistik. [Public library statistics]. 
DFW, 4 (1-2) November 1955, 19. Tables. 


The 1955 report of the Bérsenverein contains a sample survey of 253 muni- 
cipalities. Of 23m. inhabitants, 888,000 borrow yearly about 20 books each. 
Stocks consist of 5m. volumes, of which science and technology account for 46%. 
The aggregate budgets amount to 18m. Deutsche Mark. 


5192 Bibliotecas piblicas de Londres. [Public libraries in London]. 
M.* Rosa Escayola. Biblioteconomia, 11 (40) July-December 1954, 95-97. 


A factual account of the public library system of London, its scope and organisa- 
tion, with special reference to co-operative schemes, based on impressions gained 
by a Spanish librarian whilst working at Ilford. 


5193 Forward to freedom: Presidential address, William B. Paton. 
Scot. Lib. Assn. Conf. Proc., 1955, 6-15. 


After referring to the persons who have helped to promote the Public Libraries 
(Scotland) Act, 1955, to a successful conclusion, the writer outlines some of the 
desired effects which the Act now makes possible. New standards should be 
aimed at : 6/- per head for library services ; 2/- per head on books ; 40% of 
the staff to be either fully or partly qualified professional librarians and adequately 
paid. Many new services are needed, especially children’s libraries with qualified 
Children’s Librarians in charge. Such libraries should supplement good school 
libraries. The Scottish Central Library will now be supported by local library 
authority subscriptions and should be used more and more. The voluntary 
amalgamation of some library services is desirable in the interests of adequacy 
and efficiency. Only then will subject specialisation and centralised book purchase 
be practicable. Libraries will now be able to provide non-book materials, 
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such as filmstrips, gramophone records and pictures. It is regretted that the new 
Act did not deal with the problems of double rating, government grants, or 
expenditure on lectures and similar activities. 


5194 The Way ahead : a symposium on Scottish library development 
in the future. (a) The library service, W. McK. Murray. Scot. Lib. 
Assn. Conf. Proc., 1955, 28-33. 


Exhorts librarians to plan ahead for bigger and brighter libraries, to develop 
children’s libraries, to use the Scottish Central Library, to co-operate in all useful 
ways, to use all kinds of materials and to give services outside the library to the 
blind and to hospitals if not already being done, and especially, to publicize the 
services now offered. 


5195 The Way ahead : a symposium on Scottish library development 
in the future. (b) Bibliographical aids and service. H. A. Whatley. 
Scot. Lib. Assn. Conf. Proc., 1955, 34-38. 


As a producer of ideas the public library contributes to the welfare of the 
nation. It has to meet the challenges of (i) the struggle of ideologies, (ii) service 
to industry, (iii) handling and organisation of information, (iv) non-book 
materials, (v) co-operation with educational authorities for school and children’s 
libraries, (vi) the urgent need for publicity and a public relations programme. 
Steps to meet these challenges are a survey of all library services in Scotland, 
and then development at local, regional and national levels. Locally, library 
services must be developed for a more intensive service by the building up of 
bookstocks and other materials and the provision of a more expert reference 
and readers’ advisory staff. Regionally, by subject specialisation and con- 
trolled discarding. Nationally, by the development of the Scottish Central Library 
until it becomes a true bibliographical centre capable of dealing with advanced 
subject enquiries and the preparation of bibliographies. Some projects that are 
in progress or await attention are listed. 


5196 The Way ahead : a symposium on Scottish library development 
in the future. (c) Personnel, W. A.G. Alison. Scot. Lib. Assn. Conf. Proc., 
1955, 39-44. 

In spite of a more general realisation of the need for professional librarians, 
the library profession still suffers from the legacy of uncomplimentary conceptions 
of a librarian. This view is continued today in the daily contact readers have 
with unqualified staff at the library counter. Poor salaries, awkward hours of 
work, and difficult examinations have tended to deter suitable recruits. It is 
suggested that remedies will be found in the Recommendations on the welfare and 
working conditions of public library staffs. Higher qualifications should be demanded 
for the highest positions. Division into professional (40%) and non-professional 
staff is advocated. One member of staff for 3,000 of the population served is 
now desirable. Staff should be given every opportunity to train at a library 
school, to gain experience, and to have access to a good staff library of professional 
literature. Library positions in Scotland must be graded more in keeping with 
scales in England if suitable staff are to be retained, and better recognition of 
librarianship obtained. 
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5197 The place of the library, W. J. Murison. An Leabharlann, 13 (4) 
December 1955, 182-191. 

Examines the development of library services in the Republic of Ireland during 
the hundred years since the first Public Libraries (Ireland) Act of 1855. The lack 
of interest in the library is analysed and found to be due to the fact that the 
library does not directly affect the lives of the people. The writer then goes 
on to show what a library service could and should do for people and in order 
to be effective it should have definite aims. For the latter the Unesco Public 
Library Manifesto is considered to be the best list of objectives. These are 
treated in turn and shown to bear on various aspects or stages of a person’s 
education or enjoyment of life. If greater regard is to be obtained for the library 
the following suggestions are advanced as being essential : (i) the library must 
be a personal service, (ii) it must cover the whole country so that anyone may be 
able to use it wherever he lives, (iii) there must be good school libraries, (iv) 
there should be a union catalogue for the whole country, (v) there must be 
publicity for the facilities offered, (vi) there should be a system of organised 
discarding and storage of last copies, (vii) librarians, besides being trained, must 
have a vocation for their work. 


5198 Presidential address, Desmond Clarke. An Leabharlann, 13 (4) 
December 1955, 169-176. 

Public library services in Ireland are inadequate due to low bookfunds, poor 
bookstocks, insufficient buildings, few and underpaid librarians. Only 14 out 
of 88 towns with a population over 1,500 have suitable library buildings. For a 
population of 4m. there are only 2m. books and issues amount to just over 
5m. compared with 58m. books and 370m. issues in Great Britain. Ex- 
penditure on the library service is 1/6d. per head in Ireland, and 4/63d. in Britain. 
Total expenditure £m. in Ireland ; £12m. in Britain. Local authorities are not 
fully convinced of the importance of libraries. The case for better library 
services is vigorously argued and a call made for the building of more and better 
libraries. 


5199 Cooperare e normalizzare. [Co-operation and standardisation]. 
Notizie A.I.B., 1 (1) January-March 1955, 2-6. 

A summary of the application of co-operation and standardisation in libraries 
is the main article of the first number of a new bulletin issued by the Italian 
Library Association. The author stresses their importance, especially for the 
sake of the smaller, more isolated libraries which can then become part of a 
system. ‘Traditional means of co-operation lie in the loan of books, exchange 
of bibliographical information and statistics ; more recent ones are various 
types of bibliographic centres and union catalogues ; the exchange of publications 
and duplicates, and co-ordination in book purchase. , The latest forms of co- 
operation are joint book stores for material in small demand and microfilm 
collections. The state control of the major libraries should favour co-operation 
between libraries in Italy. Standardisation can be applied to everything. The 
aim of every country should be the perfecting of a system in which all the public 
collections of books are sections of a vast ideal library. 


5200 Problems of library planning in the Federation of Malaya, 
W. J. Plumbe. Malayan Lib. Group Newsl., 1 (2) October 1955, 30-33. 


As far as the Chinese community is concerned, Malaya has made great progress. 
In less than two years 54 public libraries have been established, financed by the 
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Malayan Public Library Association. No similar service exists for Malays and 
Indians. There are problems involved, but similar problems have been over- 
come in Africa and Indonesia. Suitable books in Malay and Tamil are lacking, 
and local publishing bodies need help. Picture books and periodicals for newly 
literate adults and suitable accommodation for reading are required. Distribu- 
tion of books presents great problems though bookmobiles may be the answer. 
A nationwide library service, it is suggested, might be the responsibility initially 
of the British Council or the Adult Education Association, financed by the 
government as part of its education programme. 


5201 Het rapport van de Rijkscommissie inzake lectuurvoorziening. 
[The report of the Netherlands Commission on the provision of reading 
material]. A. van Uxem. Bibliotheekleven, 40 (9) September 1955, 265-274. 

This commission had the task of examining the organisation of the library 
system of the Netherlands and to make recommendations for its improvement 
in order to offer as complete a service as possible. Its report is criticised as 
having evaded some of the issues facing it. In particular, exception is taken to 
the recommendations for the establishment of central rural libraries, which seem 
to imply that agricultural populations have a lower intellectual capacity than 
urban populations. 


5202 Immigrants and free borrowing privileges: report of the 
Public Library Service Committee. N.Z. Libs., 18 (5) June 1955, 122-123, 


An enquiry into the conditions under which free membership of public 
libraries is granted to immigrants revealed that libraries demand either three 
months’ residence or registration on the Electors’ Roll. This last means residence 
in New Zealand for twelve months and for the non-British naturalisation five 
years. It isrecommended that the qualification should be limited to three months’ 
residence. 


5203 Library proposals for Nigeria, John Harris. WALA News, 2 (2) 
June 1955, 38-40. 


In a memorandum presented to the Nigerian Federal Minister for Social 
Services by a deputation of Nigerian members of the W.A.L.A. Council on 
12th March 1955, the need for libraries and a national library service is argued. 
In an advancing country a good library service is essential and only by means of 
co-operation can libraries provide an economical and satisfactory service. The 
present situation is outlined, showing lack of overall planning among existing 
library services. The main requirements for development are listed, comprising 
an advisory body, co-ordinated legislation, professional training, efficient biblio- 
graphical services, preservation and binding of books, and judicious book 
selection. The memorandum concludes with a reminder that if public funds are 
being heavily drawn upon already, there is every reason for money on libraries 
to be more efficiently used, and this is the concern of an effective library move- 
ment. 


5204 Bedre biblioteker. [Better libraries]. Arne Kildal. Bok og Bibliotek, 
22 (5) September 1955, 181-196. 

During the past 20 years in Norway, state aid for libraries has increased by 
3m. kronor; 16 “central” (county) libraries have been established, library 
inspectors have been appointed in all counties ; a state library school with a 
one-year course has been organised ; a government library directorate has been 
set up in the Department of Education and three library laws have been adopted 
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by the parliamentary body. New buildings and much increased bookstocks are 
also to be noticed. The law of 1947 made it compulsory for all municipalities to 
establish and support financially a public library ; all schools in rural areas must 
run a school library. The 1955 Act increased the financial grants to libraries and 
made improvements, such as, funds for bookmobiles. There are still problems 
of finance, buildings, professional training, and distribution of books. On the 
last, book-boats have recently begun to operate along the coast. As long as the 
library movement remembers that its aim is to help in shaping human quality, 
it will keep contact with the past and be in step with the future. 


5205 The City Library service, Cape Town, B. G. Hood. S. Afr. Libs., 
23 (2) October 1955, 32-40. Photos. 


Arising out of the adoption of a report to the City Council on the present and 
future development of free libraries, there has grown a centralised service cover- 
ing the whole city in place of that given previously by a loosely knit Association 
of subscription libraries. The new service is financed under the amended 
Library Ordinance of 1955 which removed the limitations on Provincial grants. 
The City’s libraries are administered under the General Purposes Committee 
and operate from a Head Office which houses the central departments responsible 
for purchasing and processing books and stationery and for the control of the 
lending points in the former subscription libraries, now full branches of the City 
service, and in the Lending department of the South African Library, now the 
Central Branch Library. The former subscription libraries were taken over, 
converted to free libraries, repaired and restocked ; two mobile libraries are 
operating and three new branches have been opened, with others planned. 
Lack of Afrikaans books, the amount of overdue binding and the development 
of children’s libraries have also been considered. Methods of book selection 
and order, and rules and regulations have been standardised and are controlled 
from Head Office. 


5206 Library service for Africans in the Union: growing demand 
for books among literate Bantu, R. H. W. Shepherd. African World, 
December 1955, 12-13. 


One of the longest established library systems in South Africa is that of the 
Transvaal non-European Library Service, inaugurated in 1931, thanks to a 
Carnegie Corporation grant. Some 46 centres were then set up for Bantu, 
Indians and other non-Europeans on the Witwatersrand, and in Pretoria, Pieters- 
burg, Middelburg and other places, with a headquarters at Germiston. A report 
is given on recent progress as well as on the tastes of the non-European reader. 


5207 La biblioteca publica provincial de Burgos y el centro co- 
ordinador de bibliotecas. [The provincial public library at Burgos and 
the library co-ordinating centre]. Dir gen. Bol., 4 (29) June 1955, 34-42. 
Illus. Map. Plans. Table. 

The Burgos library appears to have been founded in 1844, with an initial 
collection of books coming from the suppressed monasteries. The article gives 
a brief sketch of its history and of the situation to-day, together with an account 
of its work as a co-ordinating centre for the libraries of the province. 
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5208 Un ensayo de bibliotecas viajeras en Menorca. |An experiment 
with travelling libraries in Minorca]. Marfa Luisa Serra. Dir. gen. Bol., 4 
(29) June 1955, 50-52. 

A plan for the re-organisation of library services in Minorca, making use of 
travelling libraries, was drawn up in January 1952, and put into action in August 
of the same year. Book boxes holding about 50 books are used, and collections 
are lent for periods of three months, returning to the central library at Mahon 
for servicing. 


5209 Biblioteche Popolari e Servizio di Pubblica Lettura in Italia, in 
Svizzera, e in Francia. II. In Svizzera. [Popular Libraries and Public 
Reading Service in Switzerland]. V. Carini-Dainotti. Parola, 38 (9-10) 
September-October 1955, 312-318. 


The Swiss “Library for all’ is very like the Italian system which has grown 
up since 1948, but it dates from 1918 when the idea was first conceived by a 
group of professional librarians, some of whom had been concerned with the 
war-time ‘‘Soldier’s library”. In 1919 professional librarians took up the idea 
enthusiastically and a national system, independent of, but co-operating with, 
existing popular libraries, was set up as an independent, non-political, non- 
sectarian foundation. In 1920 an annual Federal contribution of 60,000 fr. was 
voted and all the Cantons contribute as well. The nucleus of the original stock 
was the 40,000 volumes of the “‘Soldier’s library”. There are seven zones, each 
with a central library. There are children’s, hospital and factory libraries and 
during World War II libraries were also provided in internment camps. 


5210 Libraries in the life of the nation, John S. Richards. Iowa Lib. Q., 
17 (10) October 1955, 152-158. 


The American public library began as a purely municipal undertaking and 
advanced through the formation firstly of state and then of regional library 
associations. The war services of 1914-1918, resulting in a wider reading 
public, led to the ALA enlarged programme which has doubled library coverage 
in the USA. Substantial grants from the Carnegie Corporation to the ALA 
have further improved services, while service to adult education was furthered 
by the report of 1926, Libraries and adult education. In 1948 the influential report, 
A National plan for public library service, provided for a minimum standard of 
service, and this was followed by the Public Library Inquiry conducted by the 
Social Science Research Council. In 1945 the Washington office came into 
being to advance and protect the interests of libraries. ALA adopted, in 1953, 
the Freedom to Read Statement, an attack on censorship and a statement of faith 
in libraries as instruments in a free society. The Association must face the 
problem of the many states still inadequately covered -by library services and 
must give financial support to regional surveys in these areas. 


5211 The Library Services Bill in the making, Marie D. Loizeaux. 
Wilson Lib. Bull., 30 (1) September 1955, 41-60. Ports. 

The sub-committee of the Committee on Education and Labor met on 25th 
May 1955 in Washington, D.C. to hold hearings on this bill which seeks to 
provide (i) library services to rural communities in the USA by means of Federal 
aid, $7}m. annually for no more than five years. (ii) An initial $40,000 to each 
State plus a sum determined by the percentage of the national rural population 
living in the State. (iii) Each Federal dollar to be matched by State and local 
funds on the ratio of States’ annual per capita income to the United States annual 
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per capita income. (iv) Each State to formulate and control its own plan subject 
to Federal Government ensuring that money goes into actual service along 
demonstration lines and not for purchase of property and buildings. Of the 
268-page record of the hearings a selection is given including a pertinent para- 
graph from every witness’ report. The Sub-committee reported 3-2 in favour. 


5212 What are our next steps on the Library Services Bill ? Julia D. 
Bennett. Wilson Lib. Bull., 30 (1) September 1955, 44-45. Illus. 

House Bill-H.R. 2840 ; Senate Bill-S.205. The House Education and Labor 
Committee reported in favour 20-9 on July 26th 1955 and the bill stands a chance 
of passage by the House in January 1956. The next steps are (i) the House Rules 
Committee must give the bill a “rule” before it goes to the House Floor for a 
vote ; (ii) on reaching the Senate, the Senate Committee on Labor and Public 
Welfare must report favourably to the Senate. The Committee may hold 
hearings. (iii) If the Senate Committee reports by a unanimous vote the bill 
can be placed on the Senate Unanimous Consent Calendar. Twice before the 
bill has passed the Senate in this way so that 1956 may be the year of passage. 


5213 Carma Russell Zimmerman, Gretchen Knief Schenk. Bull. of Bib., 
21 (7) May-August 1955, 145-147. Port. 

Mrs. Zimmerman became Washington State Librarian in 1945 and California 
State Librarian in 1951, being probably the only person to have served as state 
librarian of two different states. She had varied experience after leaving the 
University of California Library School and is now a leader in extension work. 
In Washington she aimed at achieving more library co-operation and as President 
of the Pacific North-West Library Association (1950-51) encouraged library 
development in the region. At present Mrs. Zimmerman is President of the 
California L.A., advocating larger units of library service. She was an A.L.A. 
consultant to West German public libraries in 1952 and represents librarianship 
on the Defense Advisory Committee on Women in the Services. 


5214 Statistics of library service in Illinois, 1954-1955. Illinois Libs., 
37 (7) September 1955, 191-238. Map. 

Statistics of activities and resources of the Illinois State Library are given first. 
The table of circulation statistics of libraries borrowing a book-mobile from the 
Illinois State Library shows statistics for the past year. There is a list of libraries 
serving over 25,000 population. The general tables of library service are arranged 
by regions, counties and libraries and give for each library, population, per cent 
of population borrowers, volumes, circulation per capita, hours open per week, 
full time staff, assessed valuation, tax rate, income (tax and total), expenditure 
(total, per capita, per cent on books, magazines and binding, per cent on salaries, 
librarian’s salary). The directory of libraries, giving, for each, place, county, 
name of library and librarians, is in three sections: Association Libraries, 
Endowed Libraries and Public Libraries (tax-supported). 


5215 A year’s activities, Russell J. Schunk. Minnesota Libs., 17 (3) Sep- 
tember 1955, 70-80. 

The Report of the Library Division, Minnesota Department of Education, 
includes the suggested plans for future development. 
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5216 Frank Avery Hutchins: promoter of “The Wisconsin Idea,” 
Alan Edmond Kent. Wilson Lib. Bull., 30 (1) September 1955, 73-77. Illus. 


A concept that involved bettering the lot of the ordinary citizens through 
bold state action has been termed “‘The Wisconsin Idea”. Frank Avery Hutchins 
was born on March 8th, 1851 in Ohio. In 1852 his family moved to Wisconsin 
where he was educated. In 1884 he helped form the Beaver Dam Free Library 
Association. The library was one of the first in the country with “‘open shelves”. 
In 1891 he helped found the Wisconsin Library Association and was president 
1894-97. In 1895 he became chairman of the Free Library Commission. In 
that year there were only 28 free public libraries in Wisconsin. During Hutchins’ 
nine years’ tenure 100 more were added. In 1895 there were no travelling 
libraries (boxes of books) in the state. In 1904 there were 350. He began the 
Legislative Reference Library and drew up a bill providing a department in the 
Free Library Commission. This bill was passed in 1901. Hutchins died at 
Madison, Wisconsin, on January 25th, 1914. 


PUBLIC LIBRARIES: Policy and practice 


5217 Kirjastojen sivistystehtavasta. [The cultural mission of the library]. 
Sirkka-Liisa Meri. Kirjastolehti, 48 (8) October 1955, 186-187. 


A public which is able to read but unable to discern the valuable from the 
worthless falls an easy prey to propaganda. Therefore, it is an important, if 
difficult, task for the librarian to balance the reader’s choice of pleasure reading 
against a desirable standard in book selection and by catering for varying needs 
and interests to make a library of valuable books a living source of culture and 
not a museum. 


5218 Thoughts about the integrity of a library, W. Ward Fearnside. 
Wilson Lib. Bull., 30 (3) November 1955, 239-243. 


A library in a free society seeks to keep available to its users all knowledge 
which may be worth their attention Concern here is with book banning demands 
growing out of the American people’s fear of communism, and several of the 
arguments used by book purgers appear often. Taxpayers’ money should not 
be spent on material whose contents only a small minority of the taxpayers 
would approve. Libraries should install labels to warn the unwary of materials 
classed as unreliable communist propaganda. Remove communist or other 
publications to special shelves or stacks. The article seeks to answer these 
questions and points out that research requires freedom to examine the heretical 
as well as the approved and that it would be a disservice to the country for the 
libraries to reduce their holdings of material from communist sources. 


5219 The missing three-quarter, F. S. Green. Lib. Assn. Rec., 57 (10) 
October 1955, 392-398. 

Statistics are given showing percentages of the population who are not expected 
to be public library members. In addition, the results of some surveys on public 
library use are given. The second half of the article states reasons for the failure 
of libraries to attract certain potential users. These reasons include restrictions 
on the use of libraries, hours of opening, indifferent publicity, distances between 
homes and libraries, and the many problems associated with books and book- 
stock. 
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5220 The English public library and light fiction. N.Z. Libs., 18 (5) 
June 1955, 112-117. 

' A reprint of letters on this subject which appeared in the Bookseller between 

5th December, 1954, and 15th January, 1955. 


5221 Perfection, Harold A. Wooster. Wilson Lib. Bull., 30 (2) October 
1955, 158-159. 


Perfection is a matter for some care and caution in public libraries. An 
example of 15th century French chateau architecture, built for a public library 
was perfect for its original purpose. It could only be made to meet the demands 
of a different period by a process of spoiling and corruption, by overcrowding, 
expedients and compromises only justified by built-up pressures and needs. If, 
as libraries and library workers we are perfectly safe from criticism, we may be 
paying too high a price for this perfect, unruffled calm. A library spent time, 
money and effort praising its perfections, hoping for rewards in gifts, added 
appropriations, etc. The reaction was that, since it thought so well of itself, 
the citizen felt he was under no obligation to help. A flow of readers to and 
from a public library is a river of life, enriching a community but seldom, if 
every, approaching perfection. 


5222 Synpunkter pa bokbussverksamhet. [Survey of bookmobile use]. 
Sigurd Méhlenbrock. Biblioteksbladet, 40 (9) 1955, 446-457. IIllus., plan, 
table. 

Surveys the use made of bookmobiles in the U.S.A., Great Britain, Germany 
and Scandinavia. In Sweden the mobile library has been used for rural library 
service and also for service to the outlying suburbs of towns. In the latter case 
the bookmobile prepares the way for future branch libraries and serves as a 
substitute for deposit collections with the following advantages : larger book- 
stock, trained librarian in charge, aids in the search for new readers, and gives a 
better service for less cost. A description is given of a specially designed book- 
mobile together with details of standards for size of bookstock, number of stops 
to be made, and the choice of staff. 


5223 Die Fahrbiichereien Dresdens. [Dresden’s mobile _ libraries]. 
Gerhard Richter and Harry Tépfer. Bibliothckar, 9 (10) October 1955, 
598-603. Photos. 

The first mobile library service in a large German city was started in Dresden 
in 1929. Sixteen stops were visited at least once weekly, the stop lasting from 
one to three hours either in the afternoon or evening. The van stocked 3,000 
vols. ; staff consisted of four librarians, one assistant and the driver. There 
were about 3,000 adult readers and the average daily issue was 300 books ; 
each reader being allowed two books. In 1939 this service was discontinued. 
It was resumed in 1950 in the form of a mobile service to some 60 industrial 
organisations with some 2,000 readers. The van carried 2,500 vols. and was 
staffed by two librarians, two assistants and driver. A general service began 
again in 1951 with two vans ; the larger carries 3,300 vols. and the smaller, 
2,800 on closed access. 8-10 readers can be accommodated at a time. There 
is a small work-room with desk and three chairs next to the driving cabin. A 
fortnightly rota makes 56 halts. Readers in 1954 numbered 5,032 and issues, 
98,812. Staff consists of four librarians and three assistants. This means gross 
understaffing ; the librarians being forced to do non-professional work as well. 
Wear and tear of the stock is 10-15% higher than before. Total cost of the 
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service in 1954 was 33,000DM. For a large city such a service cannot be recom- 
mended and is uneconomical, but it is a good solution for rural areas as seen 
from the experience at Débeln. 


5224 Mita kirjastoautojen kaytté Isossa Britanniassa maksaa? [The 
cost of bookmobile service in Great Britain]. Stig Appelgren. Kirjastolehti, 
48 (8) October 1955, 191-192. 


The Library Association Committee Report County Library Transport is 
reviewed and the possibilities for mobile library service in Finland are discussed. 


5225 Et sentral-bibliotek i virksomhet. [A county library in action]. 
Kaja Stabell. Bibliotek og Forskning Arbok, 4, 1955, 20-26. Photo. 


Most of Norway’s 15 county libraries have developed since 1945. They are 
organised according to plans established by Statens bibliotektilsyn (State Library 
Office) with variations due to local natural and economic conditions. Frederik- 
stad P.L. operates a specially built bookmobile, carrying 1,800 books, calling at 
120 stops once a month. Its service has led to an increased number of reference 
questions and to closer co-operation between county library, small rural libraries 
and readers. County libraries inspect, revise, catalogue and advise on book 
selection for the smaller libraries. Library courses, especially for teachers in 
charge of school libraries, are arranged. Extension work with study groups and 
lectures, films and book exhibitions are also undertaken. 


5226 Co-operation and independence, Leo T. Dinnan. Lib. J., 80 (18) 
October 15, 1955, 2206-2207. 


Eight public libraries in Lake County, Ohio, are working out a county-wide 
scheme of inter-library co-operation. Custom and law combine to enforce 
independence on the libraries, and though an Ohio Law allows existing libraries 
to convert to county system libraries none have done so. An informal group of 
the head librarians met and resolved (i) to advertise in order to inform their 
communities of present services so that (ii) they should demand and libraries 
provide expanded and improved services, in order that (iii) public use and support 
should insist that the libraries be adequately supported for the purpose of ex- 
panding and improving services. Co-operative publicity has been undertaken, 
inter-availability of tickets has been established, one library has become a member 
of a film circuit and is able to provide 30 films a month and every library has 
access to these, and some co-operative book buying is planned. 





5227 Kunnallisten kirjastojen ja pienten erikoiskirjastojen valisista 
yhteistoimintamahdollisuuksista. |Co-operation between communal 
libraries and small special libraries]. Aune Kuokkanen. Kirjastolehti, 48 
(8) October 1955, 189-190. 

The communal library is the natural centre for all library activity within its 
district. Special libraries should be able to rely on it for reference works of a 
general kind and to transfer to it special literature older than five years as well as 
back files of scientific periodicals. It should also undertake the co-ordination of 
subscriptions to periodicals, reproduction and translation services and inter- 
library lending. 
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5228 Ulkomainen kaunokirjallisuus kirjastoissamme. [Foreign fiction 
and poetry in our libraries]. Kirjastolehti, 48 (10) December 1955, 233. 

Translations of foreign literature in libraries should be truly representative of 
their home country. Acquisition of books in foreign languages on a wider scale 
than before is recommended. 


5229 Books about music in the public library, Arthur P. Knopinski. 
Wilson Lib. Bull., 30 (3) November 1955, 259-262. 


More and more American public libraries have broadened their music collec- 
tions to include recordings, sheet music and scores, but the book is still the basic 
commodity and the music librarian makes a critical examination of his book 
selection from the standpoint of quality and use. To do this a basic checklist of 
366 titles, published between 1942 and 1951, is compiled and graded according 
to reception by reviewers as indicated by Book Review Digest, 54 titles in the high 
quality list, 258 in the middle, and 54 in the low. This list is checked against 
the holdings of Chicago main library and three of its branches. The main 
library provided 97% of the titles and the branches 33%, 18% and 10%. The 
books are then examined for usage and conclusions drawn. Librarians do not 
always purchase the best, nor are the best always most in demand. 


5230 More about Penguins, W. B. Stevenson. Librarian, 44 (5) May 
1955, 88-89. 

Many Pelicans have become standard works whilst the modern translations 
from classic and foreign languages are notable and quite a number of modern 
novels are available only in Penguins. All should be bought for the public 
library. A “‘cut-flush” binding can be done for 3/- and provides years of 
service. In their normal form, Penguin fiction such as detective stories can be 
used to supplement library stocks, as at Hornsey P.L., where thousands are 
circulated some 25-30 times each. These are neither accessioned nor catalogued 
but displayed in specially made racks. (cf. LSA 5126). 


5231 Wandsworth’s experiment with photo-charging, E. V. Corbett. 
Lib. Assn. Rec., 57 (9) September 1955, 345-348. 

The interim report on the use of a photo-charger concludes that there appear 
to be considerable improvements on the Browne method. The system is 
described in detail, and also its applications to overdues, inter-library loans and 
reservations. The cost of the apparatus used is £425 and the film for 26,000 
issues is a 200 feet roll, costing £2 2s. 10d., including processing ; a quantity of 
white transaction cards are also required, at a cost of approximately £50 per 
100,000 and capable of being used several times over. 


5232 Processing procedures at the Watertown Regional Library 
Service Center, Florence E. Harshe. J. of Cat. and Class., 11 (4) October 
1955, 217-220. 

A description of the organization of Watertown Regional Library Service 
Center, established in 1948 to serve public libraries in three counties of New York 
State. Each library is still independent, with its own budget, staff and policies, 
and orders its own books. Processing books is but one of several services offered 
by the Center, which may be accepted or disregarded by the local libraries. 
Processing includes cataloguing, classifying, pasting of pockets and date slips and 
marking books. 
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5233 Regional processing, Thera P. Cavender. J. of Cat. and Class., 11 
(4) October 1955, 208-211. 

A discussion of the problems and advantages of ordering, cataloguing, and 
processing books centrally for independent libraries within a region. Many 
studies and reports have been published on this topic in the last ten years. The 
author bases her discussion on the set-up in Missouri, where the South West 
Regional Library has drawn up a plan for regional processing for municipal and 
county libraries within the region. 


5234 Uber die Anwendung von Lochkartenverfahren in Bibliotheken 
[The use of punched cards in libraries]. Walter Lingenberg. Arbeiten aus 
dem Bibliothekar-Lehrinstitut des Landes Nordrhein-Westfalen, (9) 1955. 85 p. 
Diagrs. Bibliog. 

A detailed description of the uses, peculiarities, application and prices of 
punched cards and Hollerith cards, with special reference to American practices, 
and German requirements, is given. Hollerith cards sorted mechanically can 
be scanned and their facts tabulated at the rate of 9,000 cards per hour. 
Mechanical aids which speed processing are sorting and tabulating machines, 
but for library purposes the Cardatype is recommended instead of a tabulator. 
The photo-clectric scanning method and the Rapid Selector, incorporating a 
microfilm camera, which add speed to sorting operations, are fully described. 
For general library purposes punched cards are economical only if used on a 
large scale, and even in the U.S.A. only few libraries use them as order cards in 
the accessioning of periodicals. The Library of Congress uses Hollerith cards 
to a limited extent in the Acquisitions Department, as they ultimately facilitate 
the compilation of cumulative book lists. In lending departments, punched 
cards could combine all loan records, whereas at present three records are usually 
kept in German libraries. A system eliminating duplication of records is fully 
explained. Further, punched cards have their uses as bookcards, and the 
American T card system is described. The Hollerith method facilitates the 
compilation of statistics and sorting and mixing for various purposes is mecha- 
nised. The American Montclair system requires the borrower’s ticket and 
bookcard to be inserted in a loan recording machine. For documentation 
purposes, and more specially for scientific purposes, a punched card system would 
expedite the perusal of material and the compilation of statistics. In this con- 
nection, the Dequecker Selector system, combining punched cards with a micro- 
filming device, the simple French Cordonnier system, and the Zatocoding system 
are described. Whereas these systems require hand sorting, the Hollerith can 
file and sort mechanically. For cataloguing purposes, all entries could be 
combined on one card, but as the cards could not be handled by the public, their 
adoption generally seems improbable. Nevertheless, punched cards can be 
used for union cataloguing, as evidenced by the Library of Congress, which has 
thus published its Serial titles newly received since 1951. 


5235 Het openkaststelsel: pro en contra. [Open access: for and 
against]. E. Vos. Bibliotheekgids, 31 (3) May-June 1955, 49-56. 

Open access has been practised in England and America since the end of last 
century, and, more recently, in Scandinavia. In Germany it has been the 
exception until the influence of the U.S. occupation made itself felt after the war ; 
now it is being adopted increasingly in western Germany. There is a growing 
sympathy for this form of arrangement in the Netherlands and Belgium. An 
open access library can be arranged either alphabetically or according to a 
classification ; the latter is more useful in a non-fiction library. Access to the 
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shelves means generally that readers use the catalogue less. There is the risk of 
loss through theft, and the staff must be adequate to ensure proper supervision, 
especially in youth libraries. There are also the problems of the reader misplac- 
ing a book on the shelves, of the reader knowing only the title and not the author 
of the book he wants, and of what to do with undesirable literature. 


5236 The reader interest arrangement, an American shelving system 
with a future, Mary Orvig. Libri, 5 (3) 1955, 223-232. 

The system is not a new classification but a book arrangement and caters for 
the planless reader and the browser who cannot or will not use the catalogue. 
In the Detroit Public Library, which first used the system in 1941, the books, 
still Dewey-classified, are arranged in 14 so-called categories, then under sub- 
headings, then alphabetically by authors. The headings are determined by 
clientele and community interest and can vary from branch to branch. Examples 
of the Detroit categories are Background Reading, People and Places, the Bright 
Side, Your Family, Group Activities, Business, Information. By using the 
reader-interest arrangement collections can be altered to suit particular needs, 
books separated by the classification can be brought together and little-used 
worthwhile books can be brought to the attention of readers. 


5237 Pratt takes inventory, Marian Sanner. J. of Cat. and Class., 11 (3) 
July 1955, 125-132. 

After an interval of 17 years Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore, took a 
complete inventory of its 761,041 volumes in the summer of 1953. Before the 
check of the main stock began, experiments with smaller sections were made, 
methods discussed, plans drawn up and the staff taught what was to be done. 
The miscellaneous items of books at binding, cataloguing, and in other depart- 
ments were located and marked off. The entire staff worked for four days on 
the inventory ; the library being closed to the public. On the fifth day the 
snags (4,740) and later processes were dealt with. Missing books totalled 48,959, 
or .3 of 1% for each of the 17 years since the last stocktaking, and withdrawn 
books 38,732 (8,783 were total discards). The total time involved was estimated 
at 10,468 hours, of which 5,706 were used for the actual inventory. Many 
valuable results have been achieved : errors and inconsistencies disclosed, snags 
and overdues cleared up, improved methods for withdrawals devised, a tighten- 
ing up of work on books reported missing or lost and paid for. It is generally 
agreed that inventories should be taken at least once in ten years in future. 


5238 The Hallam Room of Business and Technology (Business and 
Technical Section, Reference Division, Toronto Public Libraries), Donald A. 
Watt. Ontario Lib. Rev., 39 (3) August 1955, 195-198. 

This unit, unique of its kind in Canada, was established in 1941. It is an 
open-shelf collection of over 5,000 books. Special services and features include : 
detailed analytical cataloguing, indexing of relevant Canadian periodicals, the 
supply of photocopies, the maintenance of a file of newspaper cuttings and other 
ephemeral matter, and collections of Canadian government publications, trade 
catalogues and source material on Canadian business. 


5239 Libraries of Kent: Northfleet Branch, Kent County Library, 
Monica O. Webster. Kent News Letter, 7 (2) September 1955. 


A brief description of the Library from its opening in January 1940 to the 
present day. 
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5240 The Manchester Public Libraries Telex Service. N.W. Newsl., 
(35) September 1955, 11. 

A 24-hour public teleprinter switching service connects the Central Library 
with other Telex subscribers in Great Britain and through London with Europe 
and parts of the U.S.A. This service will take a part of the present 16,000 
telephone enquiries that are received annually in the reference departments 
when the information wanted relates to addresses, statistics, formulae, or long 
extracts which are much better transferred in visible form than by speech. Call 
charges between exchanges over 25 miles apart are about half the cost of telephone 
rates. 


SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


5241 A Black Country school library : the Library of the Central 
Secondary Modern School for boys, Willenhall, Staffordshire, J. M. O. 
Rees-Williams. Sch. Lib., 7 (6) December 1955, 374-378. 


The school library began in 1951. Equipment is described. Money allocated 
has been spent on books: reference stock, 1,000 volumes ; lending stock, 
2,000 volumes, including 500 volumes from Staffordshire County Library. 
Good modern works are preferred to many of the standard classics. The 
reference library is designed as a miniature public reference library and includes 
juvenile and adult reference books. Technical methods are briefly described 
and except for book selection, work of the library is done by second and third- 
year boys from A and B streams. The lending and reference policy for different 
age groups is outlined. Plans for 1956 are listed. The main problem of the 
D stream boy is discussed. 


5242 Library teas, Mary Kennedy. Sch. Lib., 7(6) December 1955, 397-398. 


The writer has found such functions successful in arousing interest in the 
school library, although popularity decreases with seniority in the school. The 
“Library Tea” lasts from 3.45 p.m. to about 5.15 p.m. The following ideas 
have been tried out : (i) identification of writers from portraits or photographs ; 
(ii) the linking of name of author with title of book ; (iii) completion of a story 
containing “hidden names”. Book reviews were found to savour too much of 
the library period. and have been replaced by readings from books given by 
members of the Library Committee. The highlight of the evening is a quiz. 
Its organization is described with examples of questions. The writer thinks 
“Library Teas’’merit the work and cost involved. 


5243 Catholic grade school libraries in Portland, Ore., Mary Rose. 
Catholic Lib. World, 27 (2) November 1955, 68-72. 


A survey was carried out during 1953-54 among the schools of the arch- 
diocese and a comparison made with the public schools of the area. The chief 
points covered were : (i) personnel ; (ii) book collections ; (iii) book selection ; 
(iv) housing and equipment ; (v) budget. It was found that 73% have a central 
school library. Only 14% of librarians are sufficiently trained. Over half the 
schools have too small book collections, while selection has been fairly well 
carried out in about half the schools. Housing and equipment are poor, and 
the budget is too low in most schools. Compared with public schools, parochial 
schools have more centralised libraries but with smaller budgets they have less 
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chance of expanding. Their book collections are better, and better selected. 
It is recommended that parochial schools bring their standards into line with 
those laid down by the ALA in School libraries for today and tomorrow, and further 
that a diocesan librarian be appointed and a central Catholic system be set up. 


5244 When the librarian plans the library, Mary E. Afflack. Illinois Libs., 
37 (8) October 1955, 260-263. Illus. 

When the library of the McLeansboro Township High School was being built, 
the librarian was consulted in the planning and her wishes carried out when 
possible, and this has resulted in a bright, spacious and attractive room. The 
furnishings, lighting, colour scheme are all described. 


5245 The school library on TV, Jean V. Sanders. Wilson Lib. Bull., 30 
(2) October 1955, 175-176. Bibliog. 

The Board of Regents of New York State has recommended that the legis- 
lature provide necessary funds to set up TV stations. The first county schools 
programme presented by the elementary library of the Baldwinsville Central 
School was entitled ‘“When parents ask”. The script was written by a parent, 
two administrators and the librarian. A parent asked questions of the librarian 
and the answers were provided by classroom situations, planned but not re- 
hearsed to give spontaneity. There follows a list of twelve things to keep in 
mind in TV programming. 


5246 What motivates secondary school voluntary reading ? Virginia 
Tozier. Wilson Lib. Bull., 30 (2) October 1955, 166-169. Bibliog. 


Children read because of three main characteristics of their nature : curiosity, 
desire for wish fulfilment, and the tendency to imitate. To find out what 
wishes children may have, ask them to write down answers to these three ques- 
tions : I wish I were I wish I could I wish I might. js 
The answers might suggest books which would provide excellent voluntary 
reading. There is a need to understand the psychological factors underlying 
adolescent motivation in order to encourage more and better voluntary reading. 











WORK WITH CHILDREN 


5247 A Children’s librarian abroad, A. K. B. Langley. N.Z. Libs., 18 (6) 
July 1955, 129-135. 

The author spent a year as interne in the Boys’ and Girls’ Division of the 
Toronto Public Libraries. The work of the Boys’ and Girls’ House is described. 
Book selection policy is of a high standard, tolerating nothing mediocre. The 
accent is on personal service to the children and puppet shows, story hours, 
plays and book talks are recognised. Mention is also made of posters, staff 
meetings and parent collections. Brief notes are made of libraries visited during 
the tour of Canada, U.S.A. and Britain. 


5248 Book fairs, book quiz and other experiments successfully used 
in the celebration of Young Canada’s Book Week. Can. Lib. Assn. Occ. 
Papers, (6) October 1955, 34 p. Illus. 

Brief descriptions of activities undertaken in the Fraser Valley Regional 
Library, New Westminster P.L., British Columbia, Hamilton P.L. (where 750 
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books were exhibited and orders were taken for 414 copies), and Lethbridge P.L. 
in 1952-54. The book quiz, both written and oral, was based on 15 well-known 
children’s books. The questions and answers are given. Radio spot announce- 
ments are also reprinted. 


5249 Tietokilpailutoiminnasta Porissa. [“Questions of the week” for 
children in Pori City Library]. Ester af Forselles and H. G. Kirjastolehti, 48 
(8) October 1955, 199-200. 


In ten years 800 boys and 50 girls have taken part in general knowledge 
competitions organized as a series of “Questions of the week.” Two weeks 
were allowed for the preparation of answers and prizes were offered at the end 
of each term. The questions were either of current interest or chosen according 
to a central theme for a whole series and their purpose was to improve the 
ability to use reference books. Among the competitors were boys of all types 
who have later chosen the most varied occupations, some of them having even 
become well-known sports champions. 


5250 Servizio Nazionale di Lettura: Esperienze Estive della Rete 
Provinciale di Gorizia. [National Reading Service : Summer Experiences 
of the Provincial Network of Gorizia]. Guido Manzini. Parola, 38 (9-10) 
September-October 1955, 355-358. Illus. 


On the occasion of a local festival, an exhibition of the whole stock (1,600 
works) of the network was organized in the commune of Turriaco (2,200 in- 
habitants). The heads of the Provincial and many local authorities were present 
and great interest was aroused among the 2,500 visitors, many from places to 
which, because of political and economic difficulties, it has not yet been possible 
to extend the service. Although library activity usually closes down in places 
like Turriaco in the summer because adults are busy with seasonal work and 
children are dispersed to holiday centres, at the request of the local clergy it was 
decided this year to provide books for the children at one of the mountain 
centres in the parish. 120 books were sent, assorted to suit the tastes of children 
between 10 and 15 and they were in great demand during rest periods and on 
rainy days. 


5251 Der “Bild-Idiotismus” triumphiert. [The triumph of the comic- 
craze]. Wilhelm Hoppe. B.u.B., 7 (11) November 1955, 381-386. 


The librarian of Hagen (pop. 170,000) Public Library reports in general terms 
on the results of an exchange of 1,200 approved children’s books for 20,000 
comics in December 1954. The cost of 2DM (3/6d.) per book was met by 
the Youth Welfare department. The number of comics exceeds the 10-15 
year-old population by one third. The amount spent, 6,829 DM (about £500), 
would have provided 1,000 additional volumes for the junior library which 


- enrolled 430 new members during one week. Comics have only become 


widespread since the monetary reform of 1948 when 10 RM became 1 DM. 
An exhibition was held ranging from the earliest Bambino comics to modern 
comics for adults. Attention is drawn to the danger of speech and moral 
degeneration resulting from the reading of comics. 


5252 Samarbete mellan skola och bibliotek. [Co-operation between 
school and library]. Gésta Enoksson. Bogens Verden, 37 (5) July 1955, 
251-254. 

Describes an example of a public children’s library placed in a school in Sweden. 
The reference books and the premises are paid for by the school ; lending books 
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and staff are provided by the library. The contact between librarian and teachers 
has been very inspiring and valuable. Instruction in the use of reference books 
has been very valuable to the children’s schoolwork and has led to improved 
reading. Collaboration with teachers serves to supply the children with reading 
for both work and play in the best way. Two-thirds of the borrowers are 
pupils from other schools. 


5253 Let’s enlist the parents, Nancy Larrick. Lib. J., 80 (18) October 15, 
1955, 2312-2313. 

A plea for enlisting parents to encourage children’s reading. A recent survey 
of some 6,000 children, teachers, librarians, and parents indicates that children 
more readily accept the advice of the parent. Practical methods of doing this 
are : (i) bring the parent to the library to see the new children’s books and to 
discuss them ; (ii) booklists of children’s books but with annotations directed at 
the adult ; (iii) by display to encourage the adult to read children’s books. 


5254 But how do books help children ? Clyde Martin. Lib. J. 80 (18) 
October 15, 1955, 2333-2337. Illus. 

An analysis of the reactions of six to seven year olds to the same stories told to 
them during a story hour. Spontaneous remarks were encouraged and re- 
corded by means of a tape recorder. Children are looking for new experiences 
to discover what the world is like ; opportunities to identify with persons, 
animals, or things in order to understand their own struggles, and opportunities 
to clarify what is right and wrong. These points are illustrated by remarks 
made about specific instances in the books. 


5255 Joining forces for library services to youth: report of the 
Commnittee on Public Library-School Library Relationships. Indiana 
Library Association, Indiana Library Trustees Association, Indiana School 
Librarians’ Association, 1955, 46 p. 

Summarises the present position of library services to children and young 
people in Indiana based on the replies to a questionnaire received from 393 
schools and 122 public libraries. Materials (selection, acquisition, processing 
_and use), services, and administration (committees, finance and staff) are examined 
against both national and state standards where available, or against the views of 
leaders of the profession, and thereby the respective roles of school and public 
libraries are clarified. Arising from this analysis the committee puts forward 
recommendations for greater co-operation leading to improved services. 


LIBRARY EXTENSION SERVICES 


5256 Family living. Lib. J., 80 (15) September 1, 1955, 1759-1762. 


Illus. 

A symposium of articles dealing with a successful experiment in East Orange, 
New Jersey, where the library is reaching the family through library services to 
churches. Previously the library had deposit collections in schools and in four 
resident hotels for older people and the deposit of books in churches was an 
extension of this. The subject matter of the collections is “Family Living” and 
each collection conformed to the library’s “Freedom to read” policy. The 
results, in terms of book issues, and new members of the public library have been 
gratifying. 

40 





a ee ee a a 


— 


Co a i a ano 


hers 
ooks 
ved 
ding 


» are 


a5, 


rvey 
dren 

this 
d to 
sd at 


(18) 


id to 
_ re- 
nces 
ons, 
‘ities 
arks 


the 
jana 


hool 


ung 
393 
sing 
ined 
's of 
iblic 
vard 


762. 


age, 
s to 
four 
5 an 
and 
The 


een 





5257 Shorter hours need longer books, John B. Grellinger. Catholic Lib. 
World, 27 (1) October 1955, 9-12. 


Library service to the 50-60 age-group is under discussion. The large-scale 
development of automation is examined in detail, with its concomitant effect of 
a shortening of working hours. This will affect particularly the later age- 
groups. The problem of the effective use of leisure will thereby be increased. 
Extension of library services is envisaged by which they will become more fully 
cultural centres. Present departments could be developed into separate institu- 
tions with lecture rooms, concert halls, theatres, restaurants, gymnasia, etc., with 
staffs of lecturers and instructors. The possibilities of increased leisure are applied 
to the problem of the development of Christianity in communities. It is hoped 
that older people will have more time to devote to their own religious training, 
and that of young people in their parish. 


5258 The needs of older people and the library’s place in meeting the 
needs, Benjamin B. Richards. Illinois Libs., 37 (8) October 1955, 243-247. 


The needs of old people are much the same as those of all people, except that 
those of the old are often inadequately met, and also they have some special needs 
brought about by age. It is better for them to develop hobbies and take up 
interests in civic and community affairs and so discover and create for themselves 
a satisfactory position in the community. The library may assist them by 
establishing, as at Boston, a “Never Too Late” group. This has lectures and 
travelogues, searches for literary talent, holds debates and conducts study groups. 
In Brooklyn, a special room has been opened for the ‘‘Senior Citizens”. Mem- 
bers of such groups should be called in to help with the planning and carrying 
out of the programme and some suggestions are given on how to run such 
groups. References are given throughout. 


5259 The Chicago Public Library program with older people, 
Bernardine McLaughlin. Illinois Libs., 37 (8) October 1955, 249-251. 


The library must be a source of information on all aspects of the ageing process. 
In addition, it may initiate special activities for people of advancing years. In 
the Chicago Public Library, the Mature Minds Discussion Group, specially 
designed for older people, has been successfully established at several branches. 
Although it was not inaugurated especially for them, the most satisfying activity 
with older people is the local historical society organised by nine branch libraries. 
It is the older people with more leisure and greater interest who have contibuted 
most. Older people have a substantial part in the library’s adult activities. It 
is neither practicable nor desirable that special reading rooms be provided for the 
elderly. 


LIBRARY ARCHITECTURE : plans, furniture, lighting 


5260 Amerika-Gedenkbibliothek in Berlin. [American Memorial 
Library in Berlin]. Carl Thomsen. Bogens Verden, 37 (3) April 1955, 146-151. 
Illus. 

(See LSA 2584, 4074). A description of the library which is organised and con- 
structed along Anglo-Saxon principles and which is likely to be a model for 
other new libraries in Germany. The library was erected as a gift from the 
USA in recognition of the city’s conduct during the blockade of 1948-49. The 
tall building is best viewed from a distance. The lending library is on the ground 
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floor with six departments, cach having two full-time librarians. There is direct 
connection by pneumatic tube with the stack under each department. There is 
a large music collection, including gramophone records. On the upper floors 
are workrooms, carrels, stacks and the Berlin local collection. In a staff of 100 
there are 40 full-time librarians. During the first three months 28,000 persons 
enrolled for membership. 


5261 Die Universitats-bibliothek in Saarbriicken. [Saarbriicken Uni- 
versity Library]. Richard Décker. Architektur und Wohnform [Stuttgart], 
63 (6) August 1955, 236-243. Plates. Plan. 

Theoretical account illustrated with models and actual views captioned in 
German and English by the German architect who, with a French colleague, 
Remondet, and under the direction of the principal Angelloz, planned the new 
building for the Saarbriicken university 1952. While drawing a distinction 
between the purpose of university and public libraries the argument is left open 
for the librarian. The 14 storey stack is for }-im. books. The building is 
of two stories with most public rooms, including a 250-seat reading room 
below, and the administrative rooms and the European Institute above. There is 
a groundfloor plan in German and English. 


5262 Die Universitats-bibliothek in Saarbriicken.  [Saarbriicken 
University Library]. Richard Décker. Banen — Wohnen [Miinchen], 11 
November, 1955, 613-616. Plates. Plan. 

More technical than LSA 5261 with additional illustrations captioned in 
German, French and English. Reference is made to the plexiglass dome, in- 
direct daylight lighting, and to conventional air-conditioning and floor covering 
in green lino. 


5263 The new building of the City and University of Gothenburg, 
Nils Sandberg. Libri, 5 (4) 1955, 335-339. Illus. 

The library, opened September ist 1954, cost 5,246,000 Swedish crowns, 
600,000 being for shelving, 410,000 for furniture. The major part of the 
building is underground. There is an automatic switchboard with loudspeakers 
in the stacks and 3 passenger lifts, 2 book hoists. Order slips are delivered by 
pneumatic tube. The reading room has 71 seats ; connected to it are 12 research 
rooms seating 27. There is a conference and smoking room, canteen, bindery 
and reproduction laboratory on the ground floor. Most of the building is 
occupied by stack-space, the shelving amounting to 32,320 metres, plus 4,084 
metres of newspaper shelving and 3,800 metres elsewhere in the building. 
Moving into the library took 64 days and cost 98,000 crowns. The lending 
department and the reference library were closed for 10 days but circulation was 
not affected. (See also Géteborgs Stadsbiblioteks nybyggnad, Stig Boberg. 
Nord. Tid., 41 (3) 1954, 68-79). 


5264 Flyttningen av Géteborgs Stadsbibliotek. [The moving of the 
City and University Library of Gothenburg]. Nils Sandberg. Nord. Tid., 41 
(3) 1954, 80-87. Photos. 

In preparation for the move exact measurements of the holdings of books and 
periodicals were made. On the basis of the figures obtained (18,900m. for 
books and 1,500m. for periodicals) a scheme for the arrangement of the books in 
the new building was worked out, provision being made for a thirty years’ ex- 
pansion in respect of the main classes. After that, the whole stock was divided 
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into small units corresponding exactly to the space allotted on each new shelf. A 
label was attached to each unit, giving numbers of the floor, room, shelf, etc., 
where the books were to be placed. Tier guides for the new shelves were also 
prepared in advance. The moving was carried out in fourteen days less than 
calculated, or in sixty-four working days. When packing, wooden boxes 
75 x 75 x 40 cm., with covers, were used. 12,500 boxes of this type were trans- 
ported. Newspaper and elephant folio volumes were moved without being 
packed. About 719,800 volumes were moved. The cost amounted to 98,000 
Swedish crowns, which makes 13.6 dre each volume. 


5265 Om Skogsbibliotek och dess nya lokaler. [The Forestry Library, 
Stockholm, and its new building]. Hellen Améen-Malmstrém. Nord. Tid., 
42 (2) 1955, 40-46. Plans. Photos. 


The Forestry Library (the joint library of the Royal School of Forestry and 
the Forestry Research Institute of Sweden) in 1954 moved into a new building, 
situated adjacent to the main building of the Royal School of Forestry at Experi- 
mentalfaltet, a short distance north of Stockholm. The new building is 28 x 
12.5 metres and has four rooms. The first three floors are at the library’s disposal. 
The fourth contains the Institution of Forest Economy of the Royal School of 
Forestry. The arrangement of the three library floors is described, and some 
information is given about stock and catalogues. The present stock occupies 
about 1,200 shelf-metres. Most of this is forestry literature, with a good deal 
of material on natural science, mathematical statistics, economics, hunting and 
fishing. 


5266 Modular construction, Angus Snead Macdonald. L.J., 80 (21) 
December 1, 1955, 2728-2730. 


Modular construction, compact, economical, adaptable and expansible, has 
become popular but there has been some confusion because the original con- 
ception of the removal of constrictions both physical and functional has not 
always been observed. Success depends upon thriftiness in both building and 
operation. To avoid being dry and uninteresting the aim is to achieve charm 
by good proportion and colours, substantial materials and appropriateness. To 
achieve spaciousness there should be no haphazard placing of stairs, lifts, shafts, 
etc. Such obstructions should be grouped into a central core. Experience 
suggests that the most suitable measurements for the horizontal module are 
22% or 27 feet and for the vertical, 8 or 9 feet. 


5267 [Library buildings]. Lib. J., 80 (21) December 1, 1955, 2669-2755. 
Illus. Plans. 


This special issue contains articles about libraries that are either planned on 
paper, in course of construction, or completed. The following libraries are des- 
cribed : University and college. Paul Klapper L., Queens College, New York ; 
University of Louisville ; Centenary Junior College L., Hackettstown, NJ. ; 
Louisiana State University ; Antioch College, Yellow Springs, O.; Texas 
State College for Women Library Science Building, Denton. Public. Dallas, 
Texas; Kalamazoo, Mich. ; Santa Ana, Cal.; Lake Geneva, Wis. ; New 
York Donnell Regional Branch ; San Diego, Cal. ; Phoenix, Arizona ; Mid- 
land, Mich. ; Montclair, N.J.; High Point, N.C. ; Memphis, Tenn. ; Newton, 
Mass. Special. Coleman L., La Grange, Ga.; Texas Medical Center L., 
Houston ; Air University L., Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala. State and National. 
Louisiana State L., Baton Rouge ; National Library of Canada, Ottawa. 
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5268 A major book move : The Time Study, Jewel Hardkopf; The 
Move, Emil W. Allen Jr. Lib. J., 80 (19) November 1, 1955, 2417-2421. 
Illus. 

A description of how half a million books were moved to a new location in 
the Brooklyn Public Library. Miss Hardkopf, who planned the move, is a 
management analyst employed by the library. The move was planned by time 
and motion study and the final estimate was only $28.61 over. The move was 
accomplished in a period of three months with a staff of 12 High School boys. 


5269 Massapequa’s new addition, George J. Dippell, and Virginia L. 
Moran. Lib. J., 80 (15) September 1, 1955, 1786-1787. Photo. Plan. 

A description of new library building to serve a population of 35,000. It will 
occupy a plot of 200 x 140 ft., with a frontage of 200 ft. It will occupy a total 
of 11,000 sq. ft. and shelve 45,000 books. Novel features are—a washroom for 
children, a glassed-in new book section with large chairs for smokers, an additional 
section for non-smokers, and a Young Adult Section. 


5270 The George Sverdrup Library, Agnes B. Tangjerd. Minnesota 
Libs., 17 (3) September 1955, 67-69. 

The new library of Augsburg College and Theological Seminary is a reinforced 
concrete building on three floors, 75 ft. x 140 ft., with a total seating capacity 
of 300 and room for 100,000 volumes. The first floor houses a reading and 
reference room with reference collection and open book stack, a lounge area, 
public catalogue and staff offices. The second floor reading room has two 
seminars opening off, lecture room and faculty offices. The ground floor 
contains storerooms, reception room with picture grooves, audio-visual centre 
and educational methods laboratory, including a library science classroom, and 
listening rooms. Other features include a circulation desk in two sections, one 
counter height, the other table height. 


5271 New El Paso Public Library is dedicated to community service, 
Helen Seymour Farrington. Pioneer, 18 (4) July-August 1955, 1-6. Illus. 
Plans. 

In Modern Southwestern architectural style this library has 65,000 sq. ft. of 
floor area on four levels and can house up to 400,000 vols. The main floor 
groups adult services in one large room surrounded by bookstacks on three 
sides. Besides a lecture room, there are two meeting rooms, and special rooms 
or sections for the Southwest collection, and Latin American collection. Pro- 
vision also includes study carrels and music listening rooms in the waterproofed 
basement. A section for Young People and the Reader’s Adviser’s desk are 
situated close to the charging desk. The Children’s library of 26,000 vols. is 
reached by a separate entrance. 


LIBRARY MATERIALS: audio-visual aids, maps, periodicals 
(serials), etc. 


5272 [Special materials and services]. Andrew H. Horn. Lib. Trends 
4 (2) October 1955, 119-122. Bibliog. 

Since 1945 collections of non-book materials have grown in numbers in the 
USA and some libraries of all types have set up separate departments for special 
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collections. This development has been aided by the growth of audio-visual 
facilities in libraries and a better recognition of the relationship between AV 
and traditional types of library materials. 


5273 Skal centralbibliotekerne tage initiativet ? Lidt om teknisk 
kulturformidling. [Should the county libraries take the initiative: A 
note on technical mass-media]. Erling Winkel. Bogens Verden, 37 (7) 
October 1955, 359-360. 


Records, microfilms, tape-recordings and the like have not yet been introduced 
into Danish libraries. The author thinks that these media should become a part 
of the library services. He recommends a cautious start by lending records to 
study-circles, professional societies, etc., and then later perhaps to individuals. 
Tape recordings of radio broadcasts should be of great value to study-circles. 
Films and pictures would be important in local collections. 


5274 Films in the library, Dorothy L. Day. Lib. Trends, 4 (2) October 
1955, 174-181. References. 

Films, although associated mainly with entertainment, have an educational 
value which is now recognised. In 1924 the ALA set up a Visual Methods 
Committee which became in 1940 the Audio-Visual Committee. World War 
II brought demands for 16mm. films into prominence and in 1947 the ALA 
set up a Film Advisory Service. By 1954 film libraries in the USA numbered 
2,660. A library should serve at least 25,000 population before attempting to 
maintain its own film library ; smaller libraries should join a co-operative film 
circuit. Selection standards for. films should be as high as those for books. 
Cataloguing should be based on local needs and staff and users shown correct 
techniques of using films and projection equipment. Ideally films should be 
supplied with related material : books, pamphlets, posters and maps. Films 
attract people to the library and introduce them to other services, but apart from 
classroom films, there is still not enough good material for children. There 
should be co-operation with other agencies providing educational film services. 


5275 Indiana library film circuit, Roger B. Francis. Lib. Occ., 18 (7) 
September 1955, 138-139. 

Serving eleven participating libraries in the state, the circuit will supply 
members with monthly packages of educational films. Each package will 
contain three purchased films and three or four sponsored films. Funds for the 
purchase of films were obtained from the participating libraries on the basis of 
population served. 


5276 Microfilm and microfacsimile publications, Hubbard W. Ballou 
and John Rather. Lib. Trends, 4 (2) October 1955, 182-194. References. 


It is suggested that micro-techniques should be divided into : (i) microfilm, 
subdivided into ribbon, sheet and composite forms ; (ii) micropaper, subdivided 
into photographically printed, mechanically printed and composite forms. 
These types and their recent developments are described. Rules for cataloguing 
books can generally be applied to micro-reproductions but there is little agree- 
ment on classification. Solutions adopted by various libraries are included. 
Some libraries allow the reader to handle the microcopy and viewing apparatus ; 
others do not. Storage must take into account the material of which the micro- 
copy is made and the length of time it is to be preserved ; various storage 
methods are described. Reading machines are still expensive but larger sales 


45 








should reduce prices. European machines are cheaper than American ones but 
less powerful and convenient. 


5277 What about maps ? Walter W. Ristow. Lib. Trends, 4 (2) October 
1955, 123-139. References. 

Maps are now being accepted as a part of library materials and the problems 
of map-librarianship are being studied. In the USA interest in maps has been 
encouraged by political events and by the Army Map Service depository pro- 
gramme, which expanded map collections by distributing surplus war maps, 
although public libraries have lagged behind other types. Aids to map selection, 
standards of evaluation, principles of cataloguing and classification, and the 
design of map rooms and storage equipment are discussed. The full potentialities 
of maps as basic reference aids are not yet fully realized and bibliographical 
guides to the literature of cartography are notadequate. Map-librarianship has 
been almost completely disregarded by library schools. 


5278 Old books and their prices, Gertrude L. Annan. Bull. Med. Lib. 
Assn., 43 (4) October 1955, 455-464. 


The writer passes on much useful advice gleaned from many years’ experience 
of buying old medical books for the New York Academy of Medicine. Among 
her axioms are these : “Fifth Avenue shops have Fifth Avenue prices... . And 
the collector will contribute to [their] upkeep with nearly every purchase.” 
“Beware the catalog in which headline type spells out on every occasion, A 
GARRISON-MORTON CLASSIC.” ‘The most excessively rare entry in a 
sale catalog should not bring much of a price if it can be described otherwise 
only as excessively obscure.” An article selling in reprint form for $1,000 may be 
available for $175 in a bound volume of the journal. “The librarian has only 
one excuse for adding an imperfect copy to his collection, that is in the case of a 
text so exceedingly rare that it is not expected ever to turn up in perfect con- 
dition ... . the librarian should ensure that every volume is collated by signature, 
leaf by leaf, before paying.” Information on book prices can be gained only 
from dealers’ catalogues and auction prices (though the latter are notoriously 
untrustworthy). When buying, the librarian should consider the value of the 
text to his collection rather than its worth in dollars. “Every librarian, pur- 
chasing old books, can and should study the earlier literature of his field, determine 
along what lines to build his collection, and make his selections accordingly.” 


5279 Musical scores and recordings, Vincent H. Duckles. Lib. Trends, 
4 (2) October 1955, 164-173. References. 


These are now accepted in libraries, and librarians concerned with music have 
come together in the USA in the Music L.A., founded in 1931, and in the Inter- 
national Association of Music Libraries. The cataloguing of music and record- 
ings, largely influenced by the Library of Congress, has become increasingly 
complex and needs simplification for smaller collections. Much work remains 
to be done in descriptive and subject cataloguing. Detailed classification is less 
necessary if material is kept in a closed stack, as is the case with most record 
collections. Music bibliography has developed rapidly and recently authoritative 
reference works on recordings have appeared. Storage of music and recordings 
is discussed. Reference collections of recordings demand listening facilities. 
Record-playing equipment is still unstandardized, but it should be strong, simple 
to use, give good reproduction and be easily maintained. 
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5280 The place of the newspaper, Icko Iben. Lib. Trends, 4 (2) October 
1955, 140-155. References. 


Newspapers present problems to librarians but claim serious attention as 
historical source material. Every issue of every edition should be collected and 
there is a tendency in many countries towards collecting on a universal and 
co-operative basis. The ALA and Library of Congress have encouraged preser- 
vation and microcopying of newspapers in the USA and a list of states gives 
details of the progress of the newspaper programme in each case. Success has been 
greatest where historical societies, state libraries, state universities or groups of 
librarians have undertaken the work but much remains to be done. 


5281 Pamphlets, broadsides, clippings, and posters, John Clark Wyllie. 
Lib. Trends, 4 (2) October 1955, 195-202. Bibliog. 


Defines the various types of ephemeral material and discusses the principles 
of selection and methods of storage. The author advocates a committee, made 
up of representatives of the library’s departments, to undertake the selection of 
pamphlets and describes the working of such a committee. 


5282 A brief history of the picture collection, John Austin Parker. 
Wilson Lib. Bull., 30 (3) November 1955, 257-258. Bibliog. 


The picture collection has become an important part of modern library service. 
Rules for Descriptive Cataloging in the Library of Congress : Pictures, designs . . . 
has been published. Since 1890 over two hundred articles have appeared on 
picture collections but no history of this service. The first known collection 
was started in 1889 at Denver, Colorado, by John Cotton Dana. By 1926 there 
were 4m. circulating pictures in American public libraries. Today the New 
York Public Library alone has 14m. classified pictures on file. The idea of 
travelling collections for demonstration purposes to schools originated in England, 
according to Hannah J. Carter. 


5283 Prints, pictures and photographs, May D. Hill. Lib. Trends, 4 
(2) October 1955, 156-163. References. 


Picture collections often include all types of pictorial material because of the 
similarity of format ; the increasing use made of them may lead to the establish- 
ment of separate departments for each of them, as at the New York P.L. Large 
collections need cataloguing ; microfilm images of pictorial material on the 
catalogue cards may be useful. Most libraries store pictures in steel vertical 
filing cabinets, treating large pictures like maps. Circulation resembles that of 
books except that photographic copying may reduce the lending of actual 
pictures. Types of picture collections include general public library collections, 
local history collections and those in schools, universities, museums, and special 
libraries. The characteristics of these types are considered. The growth of 
collections necessitates consideration of the use of microfilm and the pooling of 
negatives from which prints can be ordered. Interest in the work of individual 
photographers is growing, as is a realization of the publicity value of picture 
collections. 


5284 The insurance of libraries, G. A. Leyds. S. Afr. Libs., 23 (1) July 
1955, 20-23. 

This article points out the pitfalls which the library authority must avoid ; 
mentions the various possibilities of insurance ; and warns against those risks 
which cannot be covered. 
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CATALOGUING, CLASSIFICATION, INDEXING, 
ABSTRACTING 


5285 The new-made Mann : a midwinter symposium, Paul S. Dunkin. 
J. of Cat. and Class., 11 (3) July 1955, 133-137. 


43 replies to a questionnaire on the desired contents of a new text- 
book to replace Margaret Mann’s Introduction to cataloging and classification, 2nd 
ed., 1943, are commented upon by a panel of library school teachers, cataloguers 
and administrators. The new textbook must show the change in attitude, the 
scepticism, towards cataloguing that has taken place. Contents should cover 
the history of cataloguing and classification, studies made of the use of the 
catalogue and of subject headings, fundamental theory, comparative cataloguing 
and classification, the independence of cataloguing, classification and biblio- 
graphy, cataloguing in different kinds of libraries. The book should not replace 
the codes of rules but should help cataloguers to understand and apply them. 
Techniques such as card reproduction, labelling, photoclerical operations ; 
limited cataloguing ; re-cataloguing and re-classification ; work on serials and 
non-book materials; and the cataloguer’s reference library should also be 
included. In particular the textbook should deal with general management 
principles and cost analysis as applied to the cataloguing department. 


5286 Some current projects of catalogue-code revision : the inter- 
national view-point, H. R. Kliencberger. Lib. Assn. Rec., 57 (9) September 
1955, 341-344. 


Lubetzky’s examination of the Anglo-American Code is summarised and 
examples of his proposed reforms are also given. In the German Democratic 
Republic and the German Federal Republic, work is proceeding on the revision 
of the Prussian Instructions. Draft provisional rules have been published in both 
countries. Prospects of international standardization of cataloguing rules seem 
to have become nearer to realization than they have ever been before. 


5287 Cataloguing : some new approaches, Henry A. Sharp. Lib. World, 
57 (661) July 1955, 3-4 ; 57 (662-663) August-September 1955, 26-29; 57 
(664) October 1955, 53-56 ; 57 (665) Novemker 1955, 67-70. 

A re-awakening of interest in cataloguing has included study of the formula- 
tion of new codes or revision of existing ones. Cutter approached rules from 
the position of the user of the resultant catalogue, an attitude exemplified today 
in the work of Seymour Lubetzky of the Library of Congress. His report to 
the A.L.A., Cataloging rules and principles criticizes their rules under three head- 
ings: Is this rule necessary ? The corporate complex ; Design for a code. 
Everything provided for in existing rules must still be covered ; this may be 
done by lessening their number and establishing general principles to which 
particular rules apply. Corporate authorship. Three difficulties face those 
applying the Anglo-American Code (1908) or the American Library Association 
Rules (1949) : (i) to decide exactly what is corporate authorship (ii) to adjudicate 
between its various forms (iii) to decide whether the example is straightforward 
or exceptional. The A.A. Code has 10 rules for societies and 18 for institutions, 
and in both groups a general rule is accompanied by various exceptions ; the 
A.L.A. have 38 rules, 16 for religious bodies alone. With particular reference 
to the 1949 Rules, there is (i) general acceptance of the rule covering all forms of 
corporate authorship (71) ; (ii) a great measure of agreement as to entry of 
government publications under country, state, city, etc., with the reservation 
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that central government departmental publications can be entered directly under 
name of department ; (iii) general acceptance of the attempt to define societies 
and institutions but a desire to formulate a rule that would enter those with a 
readily recognisable name under that name with a reference from place of 
headquarters where necessary, leaving only as exceptions those with no such 
distinctive name. Thoughts on Cataloguing Examinations. Inability to recognise 
that these are essentially ‘factual’ may account largely for the many failures, 
although mere knowledge of facts may reduce an examination to a memory test. 
The author examines the paper set at the L.A. Registration Examination in June 
1955 and comments upon the requirements of the Entrance and new First Pro- 
fessional and Final Examinations, suggesting various methods of approach to 
questions. Public v. cataloguer. Between the appearance of Cutter’s Rules and 
those of the A.L.A. the interests and convenience of the reader were somewhat 
ignored, but a sign of return to reader consideration is now apparent. The 
sheaf catalogue is the nearest approach to the average reader’s preference for the 
printed book form, and is easily handled and consulted. The technically 
superior card catalogue is often disliked by the public and housed inadequately. 
If the proposed B.N.B. card service, which would ensure nation-wide standards, 
is adopted, it will be interesting to note its effect on catalogue users. 


5288 Tradition-bound demands on the catalog, John Rather. J. of Cat. 
and Class., 11 (4) October 1955, 175-180. 


A review of the literature published in the United States during the last 58 
years indicating what the non-cataloguer expects of the catalogue. We really 
do not know what the public expects, but the professional views of the adminis- 
trator, reference librarian and public service librarian are reviewed. None of 
these groups have changed much over the last 50 years in their expectations 
from the catalogue. The administrator wants economy and simplicity ; reference 
librarians would include every detail in the catalogue which might be of use ; 
and the public service librarians want simplicity above all. 


5289 Full, medium and short, Wyllis E. Wright. J. of Cat. and Class., 
11 (4) October 1955, 196-199. 

The functions of a finding-list represent the minimum requirements of any 
catalogue, and any further matter included becomes one of degree. The article 
then enumerates the items found on a standard catalogue card and discusses 
their uses. 


5290 The catalog: full, medium or limited, Constance M. Winchell. 
J. of Cat. and Class., 11 (4) October 1955, 199-206. 

A complementary article to that of Wyllis E. Wright (see LSA 5289), in which 
the author defends the reference librarians’ demand for a catalogue which is 
more than a mere finding-list. Basing her remarks largely on her experience 
as Reference Librarian, Columbia University Libraries, the author examines the 
usual economies made in medium or short cataloguing, and indicates the extra 
work which they may cause the reference librarian. 


5291 The administrator and the research library catalog, Frederick H. 
Wagman. J. of Cat and Class., 11 (4) October 1955, 190-196. 

The catalogue should first of all represent all books likely to be sought by 
author and title. Our present cataloguing rules demand too much research on 
the part of the cataloguer, which has resulted, in most libraries, in vast quantities 
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of cataloguing arrears. Economics in cataloguing must result in increased 
productivity. The author agrees that the catalogue should be primarily a 
finding list ; any other help it gives should be a by-product. 


5292 Reference work and recodification, Charles L. Higgins. J. of Cat. 
and Class., 11 (4) October 1955, 181-185. 


A plea on behalf of reference and circulation librarians that the catalogue 
should be a reference tool as well as a finding list. To insist that the catalogue 
should be primarily a finding list and only secondarily a reference tool will 
deprive the reference librarian of a much-needed source of help. The author 
also makes the point that simplification of the catalogue may mean extra cost in 
the reference department. 


5293 The efficiency of subject catalogues and the cost of information 
searches, R. G. Thorne. J. of Doc., 11 (3) September 1955, 130-148. 


An expression for the efficiency of a subject catalogue or index is derived from 
the probability of success when using the catalogue, and the cost of making and 
using the catalogue, compared with the cost of finding material in the library 
stock when no subject catalogue is available. The method, developed primarily 
for assessing the efficiency of subject catalogues or indexes, can be applied also to 
author catalogues and other bibliographic aids. Numerical examples illustrate 
application of the method to data from tests of the Catalogue of Aerodynamic 
Data developed by the National Aeronautical Research Institute, Amsterdam, 
the Uniterm system of co-ordinate indexing, and the Universal Decimal Classifica- 
tion catalogue of the R.A.E. Library. 


5294 Cataloguing in the Harvard Libraries, Andrew D. Osborn. 
Harvard Lib. Bull., 9 (3) Autumn 1955, 365-375. 


(See LSA 5166). The multiplicity of libraries, with diverse cataloguing 
practices, in the university leads to complications, particularly in the union 
catalogue, and some standardisation is desirable. A major difficulty arises from 
the fact that two main catalogues exist, neither of them complete either in form 
or content, but each containing about 5m. cards. The problems of accom- 
modating these, and of revising and maintaining them, are enormous. A 
catalogue in book form of at least part of the library is envisaged. Classification 
systems in the various libraries also vary greatly, and some revision of the existing 
schemes is necessary, while many works require re-classification. Subject 
headings and serial publications also give rise to problems. 


5295 Cataloging standards for small public libraries, Clyde E. Pettus. 
Southeastern Librarian, 5 (3) Fall 1955, 99-117. 


There are at present no cataloguing standards for libraries in America with 
collections of under 25,000 vols. The Committee on Cataloging and Classifica- 
tion of the Southeastern L.A. made a survey of methods and found that many 
simplifications and economies were being made owing to lack of funds and staff. 
A second enquiry on the needs of users resulted in certain recommendations 
being made. The aim of the catalogue is to serve as a finding list or shelf guide. 
In many cases catalogues were in the beginning stages and printed cards were 
recommended. For children’s catalogues special headings were deemed advis- 
able. Shelf lists could be used as a substitute for a classified catalogue but should 
be completed before the catalogue is started. H.W. Wilson printed cards are 
recommended because of ease of adaptation, and because of the annotations 
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given. Some libraries preferred typed cards because of circulation delays. 
Locally made cards could be simplified in three ways (i) Authors’ names should 
be clear enough to identify individuals. (ii) Descriptive entries could be kept 
to essentials : title, omitting sub-title ; publisher’s name abbreviated ; date ; 
final paging ; notes. Shortened titles are recommended ; translators’ and 
illustrators’ names may be omitted unless important. Place of publication 
could be omitted, as well as collation items and size. Notes should be limited to 
important series. Fiction entries should consist of author’s full name and the 
title. (iii) Unit cards should be used for added entries, which should be limited 
to subjects or striking title entries, and joint authors where there are two. Series 
entries, editor’s cards can be omitted. Subject heading should be taken from 
Sears’, but variations of standard heading can be made to suit local requirements. 

“See” references should be used, but ‘“‘see also’”’ references should be used 
sparingly. Analytic entries can be reduced by general reference cards and by 
printed aids to supplement the catalogue. Pamphlets, not of permanent value, 
should not be catalogued. They should be filed vertically with a general reference 
card drawing attention to them. In classifying, if Dewey is used, numbers 
should not go beyond two decimal places. Book numbers should either be 
dispensed with, or the class number used with the first letter of the author’s 
surname. Filing of catalogue cards should follow A.L.A. alternative rules, or 
Akers, and include guide cards every half-inch. Cards should be filed at regular 
intervals, being housed in the last tray of the catalogue until a sufficient number 
has accumulated. In book processing accession numbers may be discarded in 
favour of copy numbers, but registers may be dispensed with. Collating need 
only be done for expensive books, and stamping reduced to a minimum. 


5296 Use of cataloging techniques in work with records and manu- 
scripts, Dorothy V. Martin. Amer. Arch., 18 (4) October 1955, 317-336. 


Recommendations for an alphabetical subject and nominal catalogue composed 
of entries, both main and added, each giving a physical and a subject description 
of the items in the collections. Some reference aids to cataloguing American 
material are mentioned, specimen cards are shown, and a bibliographical note 
up to 1945 on cataloguing manuscripts is appended. 


5297 What the school librarian wants from the author and title 
catalog, Mary Louise Seely. J. of Cat. and Class., 11 (4) October 1955, 
185-150. 

The school librarian wants an easily-made, easily explainable and understand- 
able catalogue which can be produced quickly. She is not interested in a 
scholarly catalogue, but in accuracy and consistency. The school librarian is 
more interested in the subject catalogue. 


5298 Basic general cataloging tools. J. of Cat. and Class., 11 (3) July 
1955, 153-155. 

A list of essential books and periodicals : (i) classification schedule ; subject 
headings lists ; author number tables ; descriptive cataloguing code; code for 
entry ; filing rules ; (ii) textbooks on cataloguing and classification ; (iii) sub- 
sidiary tools ; (iv) background materials, e.g., modern writings on cataloguing 
and classification. 
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5299 Kollektive Verfasserschaft. Instruktion der schweizerischen 
Landesbibliothek. [Corporate authorship. Rules of the Swiss National 
Library]. Willy Vontobel. Nach. d. Vereinigung Schweizer. Bib., 31 (4) 
July-August 1955, 113-129. 

The Swiss National Library began the revision of its catalogue in 1948 and the 
most important changes were made in the rules governing entries of corporate 
bodies. It was decided to adopt the principle of corporate entry but with con- 
siderable modifications of A.L.A. rules. These are given in some detail. 


5300 Korttien monistaminen. [The reproduction of cards]. J. K. 
Kainulainen. Kirjastolehti, 48 (8) October 1955, 187-188. 

Several techniques are described and it is stated that the ideal method of card 
reproduction has not yet been devised. Co-operation between libraries for the 
solving of the problem is recommended. 


5301 System — Notation — Leitkarten. [Classification — notation — 
guide cards]. Rolf Kluth. Z.f. Bib. u. Bib., 2 (2) 1955, 98-111. 


The classification scheme, its notation, and the guide cards in the subject 
catalogue are three inter-related aspects of the problem of enabling the reader to 
go as quickly as possible to entries for books on the topic he wants. The classifica- 
tion should be based on a logical, rather than a purely theoretical, arrangement 
of subjects. The structure of the notation should be such as to afford the maxi- 
mum flexibility and yet be as simple as possible ; there is no need for the indi- 
vidual elements of the notation to possess any ‘symbolic’ character, as is the case 
in the decimal classification, and increased flexibility can be achieved by leaving 
a generous proportion of free numbers. Guide cards assist the reader in follow- 
ing the notation if their colour and the size of their tabs have a notational sig- 
nificance. 


5302 Classification of the documentation to be published in the series 
of Food and Agricultural Legislation. Food & Agricultural Legislation, 4 
(1) 1955. Supplement. 

Gives the outline, which includes 18 Parts, or main classes, nearly all of which 
are subdivided into chapters. The list covers forestry and fisheries legislation as 
well as agricultural. 


5303 Nya synpunkter pa amneskatalogiseringen : post combination 
systems. [New views on indexing : post-combination systems]. Carl 
Bjérkbom. Tid. f. Dok., 11 (4) 1955, 41-44. 

Considerable problems have arisen in subject-indexing owing to the fact that 
material nowadays so often covers a combination of subjects. This applies 
particularly to research reports and articles in periodicals. An attempt at a 
solution has been made by a radical revision of the whole principle of subject- 
indexing. Instead of giving every document its particular place in the system, 
the subject index is limited to each individual system, the combination of them 
being left to the user of the index. The author describes the Uniterm system 
(M. Taube) ; OBI (Office of Basic Instrumentation) at the National Bureau of 
Standards ; the system of Imperial Chemical Industries (Batten) ; Cordonnier’s 
Selecto ; and Peek-a-boo cards. 
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5304 New index for materials and processes. Materials & Methods, 
42 (1) July 1955, 82-86. 

A punched card indexing system has been developed by the Society of Aircraft 
Material & Process Engineers. The subject index has two parts: a “major 
subject index”, coded by the use of initial letters (Ad, Adhesives ; PL, Plastics, 
Laminated ; WR, Welding, Resistance), and a “detail subject index”, coded 
numerically and comprising the names of basic aircraft materials and processes. 
The code numbers were chosen by random selection. Spaces are left on the 
cards for author, source and date indexes. 


5305 Indexing services of Chemical Abstracts, Current List of Medical Litera- 
ture, and Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus in the field of medical 
sciences, Theresa McKee Severn. Bull. Med. Lib. Assn., 43 (4) October 
1955, 474-483. 

In this survey the subjects covered by the term ‘‘medical sciences” were listed, 
and the national groupings in which coverage was to be investigated were 
determined. Lists of the serials falling under each subject heading in the languages 
concerned were then compiled from those covered by each of the three indexing 
services, and each was tallied separately and in combination with either or both 
of the other two. The totals thus obtained are tabulated under subjects and 
national groupings. The author then describes the selection policies of the three 
services, and goes on to analyse the results of her summations from various 
aspects. Her conclusion is that there is much duplication of certain subjects 
(especially in the case of the Current List and the Q.C.I.M., which would benefit 
from closer co-operation or consolidation). Chemical Abstracts covers many of 
the Oriental and minor national groupings, but only very selectively, and some 
co-operation between it and the Current List is recommended. 


DOCUMENTATION : General 


5306 The use of citation analysis as a research technique and its im- 
plications for libraries, Th. Friis. S. Afr. Libs., 23 (1) July 1955, 12-15. 


The main purpose of the investigation of the materials used by writers in 
subject fields is the determination of the characteristics of these materials, an 
exact knowledge of which can be valuable in the organisation of a library service. 
These characteristics of use include the indication of most used items, extent of 
use of foreign materials, extent of over-lapping in various subjects, and the 
degree of importance among serial publications. The writer indicates the 
method and limitations of the technique but argues its value when dealing with 
problems of selection, the size of collections, and of subject specialisation. The 
technique has value also in deciding which books and periodicals are required on 
the stocks and/or in storage. 


5307 Forskerne og litteraturen. [Scientists and literature]. John 
Ansteinsson. Bibliotek og Forskning Arbok, 4, 1955, 28-44. 

Librarians and information officers have tried to solve the problems of the 
enormous growth of scientific and technical literature during recent years without 
wholly satisfactory results. Scientists have also examined the question and the 
article deals with the findings of D. J. Urquhart and J. D. Bernal at the Scientific 
Information Conference held in London in 1948 and compares them with the 
recent analyses of Saul Herner. (See LSA 3819). 
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5308 The library from the point of view of tke research worker, 
R. Elsdon-Dew. S. Afr. Libs., 23 (2) Octcker 1955, 51-54. 

The research worker is faced with thousands of published articles from which 
he must extract those in his field. He is hampered by the range of some, by 
verbosity and vague titles in others. Abstracting journals help but the researcher 
must seek for himself, to avoid being overwhelmed and so missing the experience 
of others. The items must then be obtained, using many methods and sources 
and, to be of benefit, must be filed and recorded. The author describes his own 
method, using punched cards. 


DOCUMENTARY REPRODUCTION 


5309 [Documentary reproduction equipment]. N.W.Newsl., (35) 
September 1955, 8-9. 

A brief account of some of the items in an exhibition held in Manchester 
College of Technology in February 1955. The notes cover the following types 
of contact copying : Duostat, Azoflex, Duplomat, Copyline and Dyflex ; also 
these “readers” : Kangaroo Microprojector, and West Microcard Reader. 


5310 Das Zeiss-Dokumator-System, ein modernes Hilfsmittel 
moderner Dokumentation. Neue Gerate und Zusatzeinheiten. [The 
Zeiss-Dokumator-system, an effective aid of modern documentation. New 
appliances and supplementary units]. Rudolf Wendel. Dokun-enteticn, 2 (5) 
September 1955, 94-97. Illus. Diagrs. 

The Dokumator DA IV is equipped for 50 m. reels of perforated or un- 
perforated 35 mm. film. Separate, continuous, or film strip working is at the 
hourly rate of 350 exposures. The model has a 1 : 8f = 40 mm. lens and in- 
corporates an exposure meter. A current compensator ensures a stable 230v. 
supply for the four 100w. lamps. A developer and a drier with a capacity for 
25 m. of film are available as well as a 16 mm. film adapter unit. 


DOCUMENTATICN : Mechanical aids 


5311 IBM Lochkarten als Hilfsmittel der Dokumentation. [IBM 
punched cards as documentation aids]. Immanuel Witt. DFW, 4 (1-2) 
November 1955, 9-12. Illus. Bibliog. 

Pure mechanical searching subsequently requires tabulation but cards in- 
corporating text can be scanned. Additionally, these are usable as an index, 
but the reproducer cannot punch script. A multiplicity of cards, all of which 
must be searched, arises from single subject field punching. These considerations 
in conjunction with needs, will decide the methods and sorting speed is an added 
factor. Without regard to length of coded concepts, type 082 achieves an hourly 
rate of 39,000, while 28,000 cards, if codes of 32 digits are used, are dealt with by 
the double feed collator 077. The electronic statistical machine 101 can search 40 
concepts of 8 digits at the rate of 27,000 per hour. The utilization of cards is 
enhanced by simultaneous searching for several topics. 
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ARCHIVES 


5312 Algunas consideraciones sobre deontologia archivistica. [Some 
reflections on the archivist’s moral obligations]. J. Ernesto Martinez Ferrando. 
Dir. gen. Bol., 4 (30) July 1955, 24-27. 

The author discusses and develops Jenkinson’s conception of the duties of the 
archivist, as stated in his Manual of archive adininistration. Three personal qualities 
are essential : (i) a sense of vocation, (ii) a sense of responsibility, and (iii) a sense 
of order, and the archivist’s general aims should be a good system of preservation 
and organisation of his collection, and constant attention to methods of heiping 
the searcher. 


5313 The Archivist’s code. Amer. Arch., 18 (4) Octcker 1955, 207-208, 


Seven rules for the archivist in preserving or destroying records, and in their 
utilisation. 


5314 The weeding and disposal of files, Ida Darlington. Soc. Arch. J., 1 
(2) October 1955, 47-49. 

A memorandum, circulated to the departments of the London County Council, 
sets out some snags in files and filing, gives rules for format and make-up, and 
discusses types of files and their disposal, with particular reference to policy and 
subject files and case files. 


5315 Provincial archives in Canada, Lewis H. Thomas. Amer. Arch., 
18 (4) October 1955, 343-347. 


A summary of progress during seven years indicates great advances in the 
federal sphere, and some encouraging developments on the provincial scene, 
notably legislation by several states, including Manitoba, which has introduced 
unique legislation for municipal archives. Microfilm is regarded as a substitute 
for the original records. 


5316 The study of the records of the Court of Arches, M. Doreen 
Slatter. Soc. Arch. J., 1(2) October 1955, 29-30. 


Deals briefly with the jurisdiction of the Court from the 16th century to the 
present day. Lack of precedent books and law reports detracts from the interest 
of the records which are mainly formal documents following a set pattern, 
though the depositions of witnesses give a lot of incidental information. There 
is need for work on the methods and personnel of ecclesiastical courts. 


5317 Town and Country Planning records and the County Archivist, 
Jean M. Imray. Soc. Arch. J., 1 (2) October 1955, 43-46. 

The genesis of Town Planning legislation is described, and the differences 
between the pre-1947 Acts and the 1947 Act is discussed with the aim of describing 
the records arising under them. A brief list of such records is appended. 


5318 Some Bedfordshire surveyors of the eighteenth century, Peter 
L. Hull. Soc. Arch. J., 1 (2) October 1955, 31-37. 

A study of field books and sketch maps and of the administrative papers of a 
survey for parliamentary enclosure helps to elucidate the biographies of surveyors, 
their duties and their methods. The personnel of parliamentary surveys in this 
county and elsewhere is analysed. 
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5319 The destruction of administrative records; the County re- 
pository and the Grigg report, Felix Hull. Soc. Arch. J., 1 (2) October 
1955, 41-43. 

The re-orientation of ideas on the subject of destruction of records implicit 
in the Grigg report is welcomed by the County Archivist of Kent, where a 
scheme for review and destruction is basically similar to that suggested in the 
report, at any rate in the departments of the County Clerk’s office, where it is 
applied chiefly to correspondence files. The destruction schedule will still have 
its uses for the records of other departments. 


5320 The records of the London Commissioners of Sewers, Alan D. 
Ridge. Soc. Arch. J., 1 (2) October 1955, 37-40. 

An analysis and description of the records of seven commissions of sewers 
which have descended through the Metropolitan Commission of Sewers and the 
Metropolitan Board of Works to the custody of the London County Council. 
The earliest records are of 1569, and there are good series of some commissions 
starting in 1625 and later. 


5321 Archives and the historian, F. H. Rogers. N.Z. Libs., 18 (5) June 
1955, 105-111. 

Since 1950, there have been archive seminars at annual conferences and since 
1951 an Archives Committee of the N.Z.L.A. In New Zealand where archivists 
are few, librarians may find it necessary to assume responsibility for archives 
and to acquire new techniques for this purpose. The status of the National 
Archives has improved in recent years. The Archives Committee has, with 
Government approval, begun a survey of Local Archives and the Secretary for 
the Department of Internal Affairs has sent a letter to all local authorities com- 
mending the work of the Association in this field. It has also prepared a Guide 
to Archives Practice (not to be published) for the use of those in need of help 
concerning archives. Public and semi-public bodies should be urged to deposit 
their records only in institutions that are publicly administered and are permanent. 
The duties of an archivist are outlined. 


5322 Managing manuscript collections, Neal Harlow. Lib. Trends, 4 
(2) October 1955, 203-212. References. 


Manuscripts, although presenting difficulties to the librarian, may be the most 
valuable of research materials, especially if preserved in collections having a 
common subject interest and if properly organized. The tendency in the USA 
is towards standardized procedures in handling mss. and to the acquisition of 
them in bulk. Processing of mss. depends upon their intrinsic value, quantity, 
urgency of use and upon local administrative conditions. Methods of processing, 
cataloguing and classification are discussed. The records to be made of mss. 
collections, the manner of representing them in the public catalogue and methods 
of storage and repair are outlined. 


5323 General legislation for Presidential libraries, Elizabeth Hawthorn 
Buck. Amer. Arch., 18 (4) October 1955, 337-341. 

New legislation has been passed this year in the USA to regularise the 
establishment of Presidential libraries and their maintenance by the government 
as part of the national archives. The proceedings of the House of Represen- 
tatives on this matter are described. 
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5324 Reports of State archivists, Christopher Crittenden. Amer. Arch., 
18 (4) October 1955, 309-315. 

A study of reports from State archivists of 26 States and Hawaii, impresses 
the author by their lack of uniformity in make-up, terminology and programmes. 
The titles of the archivists and State agencies reporting emphasize this, seven of 
them being State Historical Societies, and one of these being an independent 
agency of the State government which has abolished the Department of Library 
and Archives. 


5325 Writings on archives, current records, and historical manu- 
scripts, June 1954-May 1955, Lester W. Smith. Amer. Arch., 18 (4) October 
1955, 348-376. 

The thirteenth annual bibliography of the Society of American Archivists 
excludes records publications and is highly selective in the fields of records 
management and foreign archival publications. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


5326 Les débuts du livre croate: coup d’oeil bibliographique et 
bibliophilique. [The beginnings of the Croatian book]. Mirko Breyer. 
Libri, 5 (4) 1955, 340-364. 

Popular Croat songs and customs gave birth to the earliest Croat literature. 
The first Croat book printed in glagolitic characters is the missal of 1483 and the 
first in gothic letters is the Lectionarium du Frater Bernadinus de Split in 1495. At 
the same time there was some use of a cursive Cyrillic character which persisted, 
mainly in religious books, until the early nineteenth century. The principal 
works in all three characters were of a religious nature, but a popular book 
appeared in 1521 and was a verse story of Judith and Holophernes. Many early 
works were also written in Latin. Brief mention is made of the outstanding 
early writers and their works, and of the thought and literature of the region of 
Dubrovnik. 


5327 El notoriado de Tarrasa en la edad media. [The notary’s office 
at Tarrasa in the middle ages]. Maria Coll Calvo. Biblioteconomia, 11 (40) 
July-December 1954, 98-117. Bibliog. 

The office of notary begins in Spain in the 13th century and has its origin in 
the medieval scriptor; after acquiring the function of authenticating legal 
documents in the 14th century it develops into its modern form in the 15th 
century. The first known register (manual) of the notary’s office at Tarrasa dates 
from 1237, but this has been lost and the earliest of the 310 registers extant in the 
notarial archives dates from the middle of the 13th century. These registers are 
described and listed, together with a list of the notaries themselves. Eight 
laws of Aragon between 1247 and 1461 dealing with the office of notary are 
quoted. 


5328 Wilberforce Eames, American bibliographer, Victor Hugo 
Paltsits. Bull. N.Y. Publ. Lib., 59 (10) October 1955, 505-514. 


A reprint of the article in the Revista Interamericana de bibliografia, 1953 on 
“The greatest figure in the field of bibliography that America has produced”. 
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5329 The writings of Wilberforce Eames, Lewis M. Stark. Bull. N.Y. 
Publ. Lib., 59 (10) October 1955, 515-519. 

An extension of the list compiled by Dr. Victor H. Paltsits in Bibliographical 
Essays, 1924. It is arranged chronologically and contains 42 items. 


5330 L/attivita dell’Istituto di Patologia del Libro dal 1952 al 1954. 
[The work of the “Istituto di Patologia del Libro” 1952-54]. Nino Grillo, 
Bol. dell’ Istit. di Patologia del Libro, 14 (1-2) January-June 1955, 7-16. 


The work of the Institute during the years 1952-54 has continued along the 
lines laid down by its founder Professor Alfonso Gallo. There are now three 
buildings : one comprising the administrative offices, the library and museum ; 
another which is the seat of the “Commissione Interministeriale per la Lotta 
Antitermitica” ; and the third for the laboratories. There is a plan in hand to 
increase the staff who now number 18. There have been three important 
developments : (i) the research carried out by the chemical section ; (ii) the 
new technique “restauro meccanico” which the restoring laboratory has applied 
during the years to 45 incunabula, 251 printed volumes and 176 mss. ; (iii) the 
reproduction of entire collections (204,321 microfilms, 1,611 negatives and 12,729 
positives) made by the photographic laboratory. The library and museum 
have received many publications in exchange for their Bollettino and have en- 
larged the collection of “carte filigranate”. The “Commissione Intermini- 
steriale”’ has set up a research centre to investigate the various types of termites 
and to discover the best methods of destroying them. 


5331 Termopressa idraulica per il “restauro meccanico”. [Hydraulic 
thermopress for “restauro meccanico”]. R. Ruggicro. Bol. dell’Istit. di 
Patologia del Libro, 13 (3-4), July-December 1954, 134-139. Illus. 

The principal parts: press and motor-pump group, of the thermopress 
planned and constructed by Ruggiero and in use at the Istituto di Patologia del 
Libro, are described in this article. This machine serves to apply a protective 
film of plastic material (synthetic resin) over the sheets to be repaired. Since 
temperature and pressure may be regulated without difficulty and mechanically, 
it is easy to obtain the conditions which each case calls for (according to the 
different types of paper, ink, vellum, etc.), so that the thin film of resina is perfect. 


5332 Contributi allo studio delle Termiti in Italia per l'impostazione 
razionale della lotta antitermitica. [Contributions to the study of termites 
in Italy, for the rational operation of the fight against termites]. Carlo Jucci 
and Antonio Springhetti. Bol. dell’ Istit. di Patologia del Libro, 13 (1-2) January- 
June 1954, 1-14. Illus. Bibliog. 

Detailed accounts of field-research in Calabria and Taranto into the con- 
ditions under which the two Italian species of termite, Reticulitermes lucifugus 
and Calotermes flavicollis, form colonies and breed. 


5333 Il contributo della chimica alla lotta antitermitica. [The con- 
tribution of chemistry to the struggle against termites]. Ludovico Santucci. 
Bol. dell’ Istit, di Patologia del Libro,13 (1-2) January-June 1954, 15-77. Bibliog. 

The author devotes a section to basic information on termites in general ; he 
then discusses physical and chemical methods of combating them. A third 
section summarizes the techniques of protecting cellulose-containing materials 
such as wood and paper, and of protecting buildings. 
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5334 Terzo Convegno per la lotta antitermitica. [Third Conference 
of the anti-termite campaign]. Bol. dell’ Istit. di Patologia del Libro, 13 (3-4) 
July-December 1954, 16-53. Illus. 


The Conference was held at the same time as the Congress of the Italian 
Library Association at Cesena in October 1954. The Vice-President of the 
“Conimissione Interministeriale per la lotta antitermica”’ listed the main sources 
of infestation of the two species of termites (Reticulitermes lucifugus and 
Calotermes flavicollis) which are now to be found in the greater part of Italy. 
The Secretary of the same Commission reports on the measures taken against 
them. Having discussed the causes of the spread of infestation in buildings, he 
went on to discuss the work done to prevent it, i.e. to eliminate damp from all 
parts of the building and to get rid of all sources of food. Xylamon has given 
both the best results and those least harmful to man of all products with which 
experiments were made. In 1952-54, 750m. lire had been used for laboratory 
equipment, for research, and for practical work. 


5335 Fatti e misfatti del pesciolino d’argento. [Deeds and misdeeds of 
Silver Fish]. Fausta Gallo. Bol. dell’Istit. di Patologia del Litro, 13 (1-2) 
January-June 1954, 78-92. Illus. Bibliog. 


Describes the appearance and habits of Silver Fish (insects of the family Lepis- 
matidae, sub-family Lepismatinae). As library pests they do most damage to 
paper, flour glue and textile fibres. Paper contzi ing chemical wood is pref. rred 
to that containing mechanical wood. The insect lays few eggs, but is very 
long-lived. It may be checked by the exposure of books to light and air, and by 
cleanliness. A number of poisons, powder insecticides (paradichlorobenzol, 
pyrethrum, D.D.T., etc.) and liquid insecticides are listed as efficacious. 


BIBLIOGRAPHIES : General Services and National Bibliographies 


5336 UNESCO: Bibliographic Control in the Social Sciences ? 
Clarence Gorchels. Lib. J., 80 (15) September 1, 1955, 1772-1774. 


Bibliographic control in the social sciences is very poor, but Unesco, in 
spite of limited funds, is making some progress with the problem. At the first 
Unesco General Conference the following bibliographical proposals were 
adopted : (i) To stimulate the development of subject surveys, indexes and 
abstracts, and international bibliographies in special fields, (ii) To supply informa- 
tion about bibliographic sources in all countries, (iii) To encourage, ‘and if 
necessary, undertake the publication of bibliographies, tinion catalogues, indexes, 
etc., and to ensure their distribution throughout the world. Some concrete 
examples of what has been done in the field of the social sciences are given. 


BIBLIOGRAPHIES : Subject 


5337 Die laufenden Bibliographien der Geschichtswissenschaft. 
[Current bibliographies of the historical sciences]. E.Zimmermann. Z.f. Bib., 
2 (3) 1955, 198-213. Bibliog. 

In a survey of the periodical publications which make some systematic con- 
tribution to the bibliography of the regions they cover, details are given of the 
character and value of general historical bibliographies, and of bibliographies 
covering ancient, medieval, modern and political history, and the histories of 
individual countries. Abstracting periodicals are also dealt with. 
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5338 Die naturwissenschaftliche und technische Fachbibliographie. 
[Subject bibliography in the natural sciences and technology]. W. Grunwald. 
Z. f. Bib. u. Bib., 2 (1) 1955, 20-41 ; 2 (2) 1955, 111-125. Bibliog. 

The purpose of current subject bibliographies is the widest dissemination of 
information about published results of research ; in this article only the physical 
sciences and related technology are considered. Such bibliographies must be as 
comprehensive and up-to-date as possible. There is a need for some rationalisa- 
tion of the subject coverage of individual journals, and recent conferences have 
discussed the whole question of scientific information. The question must be 
examined from two points of view : that of the scientist himself, and that of the 
librarian called upon to supply the information. Factors by which such subject 
bibliographies are to be judged are the speed with which contributions are pub- 
lished, the completeness of the information given, the use of standard forms of 
reference and the provision of good indexes to facilitate their consultation, and 
the value of the abstracts given, whether purely factual or critical. Selected 
issues of journals are analysed from these points of view. Surveys have been 
made of the way scientists have obtained information about publications which 
have interested them, and there is a need for informative abstracts to indicate 
whether a particular contribution is of interest to the individual research worker. 
It is suggested that the field of bibliographies of scientific and technical informa- 
tion might be developed in four directions : (i) annotated international biblio- 
graphies for wide subject fields, e.g. Science abstracts ; (ii) abstracting journals or 
card indexes for restricted subject fields, e.g. Fuel abstracts ; (iii) surveys of the 
literature of a given field, with select bibliographies ; (iv) and supplementary 
bibliographies of material not easy of access either because it is in an uncommon 
language, e.g., Polish, or because it occurs in publications with a restricted 
distribution, e.g. patents. There is room for the re-organisation of the whole 
field of scientific and technical bibliographies to avoid duplication of coverage, 
except in so far as this is made necessary by considerations of language. 


5339 Biografiske leksika i Norden. [Biographical dictionaries in Scan- 
dinavia]. Einar Jansen. Nord. Tid., 42 (1) 1955, 1-11. 

A survey of biographical dictionaries published since the 18th century, to- 
gether with intimate knowledge of the origins of the latest edition of Dansk 
biografisk leksikon, and the Norsk biografisk leksikon still in course of publication. 


5340 La bibliographia de Colén en la Biblioteca de Coronado. [Books 
on Christopher Columbus in the library of Don Francisco de Paula Coronado]. 
Bertha de la Tejera. Bol. Asoc. Cubana, 7 (2) June 1955, 47-50. 

117 items in Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, French, and English on Christopher 
Columbus, 1445-1506. 


5341 Algunas fuentes para el servicio de referencia en materia legal 
cubana. [Some source material for reference work in Cuban law]. Ana 
Rosa Niifiez. Cuba Bibliotecolégica, 3 (1-2) January-June 1955, 7-13. 

An annotated list of official publications, periodicals, compends, dictionaries 
and summaries. 


5342 A selection of Italian books for public libraries, Sophia Preisman. 
Ontario Lib. Rev., 39 (3) August 1955, 178-182. 

A list of popular books available in Italian, both translations from works in 
English and original Italian works, mostly modern fiction. 
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5343. The Lancashire bibliography, G. H. Tupling. N.W. Newsl., (35) 
September 1955, 1-3. 


Describes the types of material included or excluded in this bibliography of 
Lancashire history and the special classification that has been drawn up. Com- 
pilation began with the holdings of the Manchester Central Libraries and later 
the items in other libraries and from other sources will be added. The com- 
pleted work will be of particular value to librarians in Lancashire and their 
co-operation is sought in the work of compilation. 


5344 Ancient books containing references to Malaya, Paul Wheatley. 
Malayan Lib. Group Newsl., 1 (2) October 1955, 18-24. 

In a brief conspectus numerous references are given to sources, all of which 
are available in the Raffles Library and that of the University of Malaya. The 
earliest material (up to 1000 A.D.) is found in Chinese histories and encyclopedias. 
After the 8th century Arab accounts appear in fabulous tales. Greek and Latin 
references are scattered and of little historical value. The main indigenous 
source is the Sejarah Melayu. 


5345 Books by Manchester authors published in 1954. Manch. Rev., 7 
Autumn 1955, 261-264. 


An annotated list. 


5346 The fundamentals of music bibliography, Ceci] Hopkinson. J. of 
Doc., 11 (3) September 1955, 119-129. 


A brief account of various types of music bibliographies, including thematic 
catalogues, is given and a comparison is made between the bibliography of 
books and the bibliography of music. Examples are given of some of the 
problems the bibliographer of music has to solve. 


5347. A basic music collection for a small public library, Ogreta 
McNeill. Ontario Lib. Rev., 39 (3) August 1955, 199-202. 
A classified list of 75 works. 


5348 Presenting a regional publication of universal interest. [In 
English]. Arnoldus M. Hille. Bibliotek og Forskning Arbok, 4 1955, 113-115. 


The vast output of literature in the world today calls for the systematic develop- 
ment of adequate documentation, especially of international bibliographies and 
abstracting services. Sometimes regional bibliographies and critical surveys in 
pure science are unnecessary, but in the humanities regional treatment is more 
justified. Small or young nations have many problems in making their publica- 
tions known. The author reviews Humaniora Norvegica: the year’s work in 
Norwegian humanities, (Oslo, Academisk forlag, 1954, 252 p. Norwegian kr. 30) 
a first volume in English which opens with details of Norwegian research councils, 
universities, learned societies, institutions, museums, etc. 


5349 John Bartlett and his Quotation Book : 1855-1955, John David 
Marshall. Wilson Lib. Bull., 30 (3) November 1955, 250-252. References. 

John Bartlett was born, June 14th 1820, in Plymouth, Massachusetts. At the 
age of 29 he became owner of the university bookstore in Cambridge, Mass., 
and quickly earned a reputation for locating quotations. This caused him to 
keep a commonplace book out of which grew his Familiar Quotations, first 
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published in 1855. The first edition was of 295 pages. He compiled the first 
nine editions himself when, by 1891, it had grown to 1,158 pages. The tenth, 
edited by Nathan Haskell Dole, appeared in 1914. The cleventh, 1937, and 
twelfth, 1948, were both edited by Christopher Morley and Louella D. Everett. 
A centennial edition, November 1955, has just been published in which 113,500 
entrics will be found in its 1,068 pages in a change of format. 


5350 Spanish for the public library, G. H. Green. Lib. Assn. Rec., 57 
(10) October 1955, 398-402. 

Notes on the importance and availability (for purchase and loan) of Spanish 
books are followed by a list of some 175 items, divided into subject and form 
groups. The chief book selection aids form an appendix. 


5351 La novela espafiola, 17(0-1850. [The Spanish novel, 17C0-1850}. 
Berta Becerra. Bol. Asoc. Cubana, 7 (1) March 1955, 3-10. Facsims. 


110 additions and emendations to a bibliography, La novela espaiiola, 1700-1850 
by Reginald F. Brown, Madrid, 1953. Arrangement is chronological. The 
facsimiles are of title-pages. 


5352 A Collection on the U.N., Willard A. Heaps. Lib. J., 80 (15) 
September 1, 1955, 1733-1758. _ Illus. 

In this article a former U.N. librarian lists the best U.N. material for use in a 
general library. It covers all kinds of materials including mimeographed 
publications, pamphlets, periodicals, books for adults and books for children. 
Lists of materials on four specific topics are given : (i) Charter Review, (ii) The 
U.S. and the U.N., (iii) The enemies of the U.N., and (iv) Technical Assistance 
by the U.N. 


THE ART OF THE BOOK: Paper, typography, binding, 


illustration 


5353 Christopher Plantin, c. 1520-1589 : a quater-centenary tribute, 
Colin Clair. Book Collector, 4 (3) Autumn 1955, 200-207. Illus. 

Probably born at Saint-Avertin, near Tours, Plantin worked with the printer 
Robert Macé II at Caen. He worked for a time as a bookbinder in Paris and then 
moved to Antwerp to become a master printer. Due to the quality of his work 
his business steadily grew and he won the goodwill of two powerful protectors. 
At the height of his prosperity in 1576 he had 22 presses working : few printers 
had as many as six presses. He printed over 1,690 works in 30 years and in one 
year (1575) printed and published 83 books. 2,509 copies of a popular Greek 
grammar were printed. Thousands of liturgical books were published for 
Spain. He printed in many languages and for all countries ; he had branch 
offices in Paris and Salamanca and agencies in Frankfort and Cologne. He 
published such works as a Polyglot Bible in eight folio volumes ; botanical 
works ; atlases of Ortelius ; topography by Guicciardini ; dictionaries, such as 
the Thesaurus theutonicae linguae ; mathematics of Simon Stevin ; editions of 
the classics; and church music. Disaster came in 1576 when the Spanish 
garrison pillaged Antwerp and Plantin’s premises were set on fire. In two years 
he had re-built his business but thenceforward had great financial difficulties. 
Later he moved to Leyden and became printer to the new university, but returned 
to Antwerp and tried unsuccessfully to restore his business to its former glory. 
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5354 Developments in variant forms of the Look, Thompson Wctb, Jr. 
Lib. Q., 25 (4) Octoker 1955, 306-318. 

It is necessary for the public, publishers and librarians to accept the new media 
of typewriter script and microphotography in book production. Microfilm is 
recommended for editions of one ; Microcards, Microprint and Microlex are 
better for editions of ten or fifteen copies. For larger editions typewriting—as 
improved by new devices for line adjustment and different founts—in the 
form of “near-print” is suitable and may well provide a solution to the problem 
of publishing works that might otherwise never appear in print. An examina- 
tion of the introduction of photo-composition in printing leads to the prediction 
that the process will have little effect on the production of books for mass dis- 
tribution or on the general users of books. Books produced by this means will 
cost and look much the same as present day books. 


5355 Type is tanglefoot, Verner W. Clapp. Lib. J., 80 (15) September 1, 
1955, 1747-1753. Illus. 


The story of the printing of the U.N. Charter at San Francisco in 1945. A 
total of 184 pages of print had to be produced in less than 24 hours before the 
signing ceremony. The text had to be produced in 5 languages (Chinese, 
English, French, Russian, and Spanish). A description of the paper and type used 
is given. 


5356 Books designed by Bruce Rogers, Lewis M. Stark. Bull. N.Y. 
Publ. Lib. 59 (10) October 1955, 491-504. 


A list of books exhibited at New York Public Library in honour of Bruce 
Rogers’ 85th birthday. It contains 76 items arranged chronologically, and is 
preceded by a short resumé of his career as a book designer. 


5357 Why contemporary bookbinding is so poor, J. V. C. Grey. 
Bookseller (2601) October 1955, 1360-1362. 


Far too many British books are being published in bindings which are tech- 
nically infcrior to those produced before the war and are dull. The products 
of mass-production bindecries are the result of cheap materials and cheap methods 
devised on the insistence of the publishers. Craft binderies and schools of art are 
producing high standard original bindings but this work has little influence on 
the style of books issued by many publishers, in contrast to other fields where 
the art of the industrial designers has been applied to everyday articles. The 
time is ripe for a revival of craftsmanship in mass-produced bookbinding and the 
problem is how to do so without increasing costs. One way might be to 
dispense with the book jacket and to substitute some transparent covering. In 
Germany, some book cases are being manufactured from two sheets of polyvinyl 
chloride which are welded together at the edges and then blocked with foil or in 
“blind”. This material is available in a wide range of colours and finishes ; it 
is flexible and almost indestructible, but the welding machine has not yet been 
adapted to mass-production work. 


5358 Art books and colour reproduction, J. P. Harthan. Brit. Bk. News, 
(183) November 1955, 1339-1344. 
A note on some of the difficulties of colour reproduction of paintings, together 


with a critical list of publishers’ series of colour reproductions appearing since 
1945. 
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THE BOOK TRADE 


5359 Australian writing and publishing, Norman Lynravn. Brit. Bk. 
News, (182) October 1955, 1277-1280. 

A brief account by the librarian of the Australian Reference Library in London 
of the development of the book trade in Australia from the first known printed 
publication in 1796 to the present time, when there are 35 members of the 
Australian Book Publishers’ Association. 


5360 Copyright and the Canadian book market, W. Kaye Lamb. 
Can. Lib. Bull., 12 (2) October 1955, 69-76. 


A Royal Commission was appointed under the Chief Justice of Nova Scotia 
to consider section 28, subsection 3 of the Copyright Act. The clause permits 
the free importation of books into Canada by public and other libraries. The 
problem is how to give protection to the author of the book and the author’s 
agent. This is provided where books are ordered through a publisher’s author- 
ised agent, but individuals and libraries often order from other sources. Royal- 
ties provide another problem in that promotion of sales is not easy where the 
agent does not have the exclusive control of sales. Canadian publishers attach 
great importance to the exclusive control of their market particularly where 
forecasting sales of specialised works is concerned. At present they are un- 
willing to advertise and send salesmen round the country if the increased copies 
are bought from other sources. Canadian book-publishing depends on the sales 
of imported books for the financing of such publication. If publishers are given 
exclusive control of the Canadian Market special problems must be considered. 
If import costs made a book more expensive than its original price licences 
might be granted. There is no legal reason why direct importation should not 
take place. Licensing would be cumbersome and expensive. The publication 
risks of firms issuing Canadian books must be considered. More statistics and 
information are needed to appreciate the full position. Freedom of supply 
must be ensured, and fair copying must be done with discrimination so as not 
to affect sales adversely. 


5361 Caxton and the trade in printed books, Nelly J. M. Kerling. Book 
Collector, 4 (3) Autumn 1955, 190-199. Tables. Bibliog. 

Describes the part played by Caxton in the importing of books before he 
started printing. The information is traced from the London Customs Accounts 
preserved in the Public Record Office, London. The period 1460-1492 shows 
among other trades the quantity and value of books imported with date of 
arrival in London and the name of the ship and its master. 


5362 Buchherstellung und Buchhandel in den marxistisch regierten 
Landern und in der sowjetischen Zone Deutschlands. [Book pro- 
duction and the book trade in communist governed countries and in the 
Russion zone of Germany]. Siegfried Joost. Z. f. Bib., 2 (3)1955 186-197. 
Bibliog. 

A detailed account of the great changes which have taken place in the book 
trade of the Soviet Union and her satellites during the last ten years. Book 
production and publishing have been taken over by the state, and each country 
has a central publishing office which plans, co-ordinates and controls printing, 
papermaking, binding, publishing and bookselling. Conditions in the Russian 
zone of Germany are discussed at length. The conclusions the author reaches 
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are that whilst rigid government control leads to a more efficient use of labour 
and materials, and to an avoidance of duplication in subject fields, it also facilitates 
censorship, and stifles creative ideas. 


5363 Sul commercio del libro a Napoli nella prima eta della stampa. 
[The book trade in Naples during the first age of printing]. C. De Frede. 
Bol. dell’Istit. di Patologia del Libro, 14 (1-2) January-June 1955, 62-78. 


Some documents for the years 1475-1495 in the State Archives of Naples 
relating to customs exemptions granted to booksellers, contribute to illustrate 
the growth of commercial book shops in the Kingdom of Naples during the 
16th century. These documents detail the facilities granted by the Aragon 
government for the transport of printed works ; they prove that certain printers, 
amongst others Francesco del Tuppo, Arnaldo da Bruxelles, Enrico Alding were 
also booksellers ; and they bring to light the existence of other booksellers 
otherwise unknown, such as the Milanese Ambrosius de Marchesis, and the 
French Antonius Zeranton and Pietro Piccard, 


AUTHORS, PUBLISHERS, READERS 


5364 Personalities IV — John Bell. Junior Bookshelf, 19 (5) November 
1955, 265-271. 

Achievements of the Oxford University Press Children’s Department are 
associated with John Bell, who succeeded Frank Eyre on the latter’s departure 
to Australia. The Oxford list in pre-war years included (i) good contemporary 
books ; (ii) adequate series of classics ; (iii) worthy middle-of-the-road writers ; 
(iv) “Rewards”. This policy of quantity has been replaced by one of quality. 
This change is accomplished by organized team-work within the Children’s 
Department which provides a market for established and new writers of pro- 
fessional ability and excellence. The Oxford University Press maintains a high 
standard and successfully varies a “House Style” without losing the mark of the 
publisher. Important writers and illustrators are mentioned. 


5365 Historical perspectives on the role of the book in society, 
Howard W. Winger. Lib. Q., 25 (4) October 1955, 293-305. 


Surveys the development of books as tools for overcoming the barriers between 
people from the earliest times and notes the changes in form that have come 
about as a direct result of use. 


5366 Developments in mass communication, Raymond H. Wittcoff. 
Lib. Q., 25 (4) October 1955, 319-325. 


A discussion of the effects of television on reading and teaching. Radio and 
television provide opportunities for self-education that must be seized as they 
occur. There are few occasions to see or hear a programme that one has missed. 
Stimuli created by these media of communication lead to the permanent records 
in books and non-book materials which are not limited by time and space. 
Thus in an electronic and atomic age books will continue to be essential. 
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5367 Bibliotekarien och lasningsundersékningarna. [The librarians 
and the investigations into reading]. Helle Kannila. Bogens Verden, 37 (1) 
February 1955, 20-23. 

A reading survey in Helsinki disclosed an alarming number of non-readers, 
These surveys should be of great value to librarians. The writer recommends 
that librarians should interview people in their homes, similar to the teachers’ 
visits, to discover, if possible, why some people use the library and others do not, 
and also to publicise the library generally. 


5368 Quale libro ti é piaciuto di piue perché: Relazione al Ministro 
della Pubblica Istruzione sul Concorso Nazionale di Lettura tra gli 
Alunni delle Scuole Elementari. [Which book did you like test and 
why ?: Report to the Minister of Education on the National Reading 
Competition among Elementary School Children]. Ettore Apollonj and 
others. Parola, 38 (9-10) September-October 1955, 295-311. 


This was the third competition of the kind to be held and 109 teachers in 34 
provinces took part. Prizes of books to the value of 5,000 lire were awarded to 
each of three winners in each province and teachers making the best reports 
received prizes of 10,000 lire or 5,000 lire for those honourably mentioned. 
Nearly 1,400,000 lire were distributed in prizes to children and 350,000 to. 
teachers. The books chosen and the reasons for their choice are discussed and 
extracts given from two of the most interesting scripts. The problems of 
reading matter for children as reflected in the teachers’ reports are discussed 
under such headings as: Need for positive action, Current trends, Harmful 
publications, Varying outlook between two generations, The role of the teacher, 
Activities of school libraries, Book production for children, Psychology and 
teaching methods. The Central Commission of the Institute for Popular and 
School Libraries finally sums up and expresses its own opinion. 


5369 Mostra di libri Italiani a Istambul. [Exhibition of Italian books 
at Istanbul]. Vincenzo Fraschetti. Parola, 38 (7-8) July-August 1955, 233- 
237. Illus. 

The exhibition was organized by the Centre for Italian Studies in Turkey and 
opened in April 1955 in the Library of the University of Bevazit. 600 books 
were given by the Italian National Institute for Popular and School Libraries. 
The exhibition aroused great interest in educational and publishing circles. The 
ptincipal speech at the opening was given by the prize-winning children’s 
author V. Fraschetti and consisted of a review of the position of children’s books 
in Italy. The article is mainly a reprint of the more important parts of this 
speech. 


5370 Mexican book fair—fantastico, Galja Barish Votaw. Wilson Lib. 
Bull., 30 (2) October 1955, 160-161. 


The government uses the book fair as a channel to imbue her citizens with 
greater knowledge of their country’s development and of the potentialities in 
arts, crafts and industry that are open to the public. ‘The Avenue of Books” 
is lined with stalls, stocked with books in every field. Textbooks, comics, 
fairy tales and novels of many lands hobnob with works of philosophy, psychiatry, 
science and arts translated into Spanish from many tongues. The books are 
sold at a considerable discount to encourage the people to read and own books. 
This was the sixth book fair held at the Ciudadelo, Mexico City. 
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5371 Las exposiciones viajeras de la Direccién general. [The travelling 
exhibitions organised by the Director-general of archives and libraries}. 
Justo Garcia Morales and Francisco Esteve Barba. Dir. gen. Bol., 4 (30) July 
1955, 3-17. Illus. 


A description of the first exhibition, A short history of the book, which is being 
shown at Cultural Centres throughout Spain. Methods of mounting the 
exhibition, consisting of a number of panels, are described, and a sketch of its 
material content given. 


BIOGRAPHY 


5372 Erik Waller, 1875-1955, Tonnes Kleberg. Nord. Tid., 41 (4) 1954 
134-136. Photo. 


The Swedish surgeon, Dr. Erik Waller, well known among book collectors 
and scholars of medical history all over the world, died in his home at Lidk6ping 
on January 28, 1955. He was one of the Swedish bibliophiles, who, in our days, 
have made the greatest contribution to research. Between 1910 and 1954 he 
brought together a renowned collection of literature in the field of old medicine 
and medical history. It reached a number of some 21,000 items, comprising 
practically all main works in medical research before 1800, and a very represen- 
tative selection of later literature in this field. The Waller collection thus 
amounts to nearly three times the size of the famous collections of William Osler 
and Harvey Cushing. The qualitative superiority equals the quantitative. 
In 1950 Erik Waller donated his collection to Uppsala University Library. 
(See LSA 1549). A catalogue is now in the press and is due to appear this year in 
two great volumes. The big collection of mss., comprising inter alia some 
20,000 letters, will go to Uppsala University Library. 
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